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REPORT 


OF  THE 
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FOR  THE  YEAR  \96B 

To  : THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  and  COUNCILLORS  of 
THE  BOROUGH  OF  ELLESMERE  PORT. 


Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the  year 
1968. 


The  corrected  birth  rate  of  18.48  shows  a slight  decrease 
over  that  of  the  previous  year  which  was  18.51.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  16.9. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  20.92.  13  of  the  25  deaths 
occurred  in  infants  under  1 week  of  age.  The  infant  mortality  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  is  21.80.  The  illegitimate  birth  rate 
expressed  as  a percentage  of  live  births  is  7.85%  compared  with 
7.9%  in  1967  and  5.5%  in  1966,  and  appears  after  a steady  rise 
for  several  years  to  be  stabilising,  though  it  is  too  soon  to  draw 
definite  conclusions. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  heart  comprises  the  largest  single 
cause  of  death  followed  by  malignant  neoplasm  of  the  lung  and 
bronchus.  24  of  the  30  deaths  of  lung  cancer  occurred  in  males. 

Measles  and  dysentery  are  the  most  common  of  the  notifi- 
able diseases.  During  the  year  the  expected  immunisation  campaign 
against  measles  was  started  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  the  middle 
of  the  year.  However,  unfortunately  before  the  campaign  could 
get  fully  into  its  stride  one  of  the  two  main  vaccines  being  used  in 
the  campaign  had  to  be  withdrawn  and  therefore  no  marked  impact 
on  the  frequency  of  infection  has  resulted. 

In  the  medical  press  one  or  two  cases  of  people  suffering 
from  symptoms  of  lead  poisoning  from  drinking  tap  water  flowing 
through  lead  pipes  in  certain  parts  of  the  country  resulted  in  a 


2 


general  checking  of  water  supplies  both  in  the  Borough  and  else- 
where. I am  very  pleased  to  report  that  the  samples  taken  by  the 
department  proved  to  be  satisfactory  and  that  there  is  no  risk  of 
any  lead  poisoning  from  this  source.  All  routine  samples  of  drink- 
ing water  have  proved  satisfactory,  both  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  tests. 

Included  at  the  end  of  the  report  is  an  extract  from  my 
Annual  Report  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  to  the  South  West 
Cheshire  Division  of  which  the  Borough  of  Ellesmere  Port  forms  a 
part. 


In  conclusion  I wish  to  express  appreciation  of  the  support 
I have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee,  and  for  the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  staff  of  the  department. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  A.  POLLITT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Population  54,930 

Area  (Acres)  1st  April,  1968  9,802 

Number  of  houses  and  flats  in  the  area  17,369 


Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1969)  £4,380,141 

Sum  represented  by  the  Penny  Rate  (1969/70)  Estimated  £18,400 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

for  the  Year  1968 

(Compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General) 

LIVE  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

588 

520 

1108 

Illegitimate 

44 

43 

87 

632 

563 

1195 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

• • • 

21.75 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  ... 

18.48 

Comparability  Factor  ... 

... 

0.85 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  total 

live  births  7.85% 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

15 

18 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total  live  and  still  births  : 1,214. 

Still  Birth  Rate  15.65  per  1,000  Live  and  Still 

4 

Births. 

15 

19 

The  average  number  of  births  per  annum  in  the 

; years 

1953-67  was 

937 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  1968  ... 

... 

16.9 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  1967  ... 

... 



17.2 

Birth  Rate,  Administrative  County  of  Cheshire 

, 1967 

17.7 

DEATHS 

Males  228  Females  190  Total  418 

Death  Rate  7.6  Corrected  Death  Rate  13.14  Comparability  Factor  1.73 
The  average  number  of  deaths  per  annum  in  the  years  1953-1967  was  338. 
Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  : 11.9  per  1,000  population. 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 
ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 


All  infants,  per  1,000  live  births 

25 

20.92 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 

20 

18.05 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ... 

5 

57.47 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

14 

11.71 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  of  age 

Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Still  births  and  deaths 
under  one  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 

13 

10.87 

and  still  births) 

32 

26.36 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

21.80 

Death  from  Measles  (All  ages)  ... 

. ♦ » 

Nil 

Death  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

• • . 

Nil 

Death  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis,  and  Diarrhoea 

• • • 

Nil 

Death  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

• • « 

102 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  Abortion)  ... 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

Nil 

Death  from  Heart  Disease 

... 

124 

Vascular  Disease  of  the  Nervous  System 

• • • 

42 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF 
HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES  : 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Chester  undertakes 
free  bacteriological  examination  of  milk,  water  and  other  specimens 
for  Local  Authorities. 

Food  and  Drugs  administration  is  carried  out  by  the 
Borough  Council. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES  : 

The  Ambulance  Service  for  the  District  operates  under  the 
direction  of  the  County  Council  with  the  help  of  the  Chester  City 
Ambulance  acting  as  an  emergency  service.  The  Ambulance  Depot 
is  at  Ellesmere  Port. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  : 

Five  full  time  District  Nurses  are  engaged  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  County  Council  in  Ellesmere  Port  and  an  additional  one 
in  Little  Sutton. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES  : 

These  are  held  at  the  Clinic  Centres  at  Stanney  Lane  and 
Great  Sutton,  The  Community  Centre,  Little  Sutton  and  the 
Congregational  Church,  Grace  Road. 

Orthopaedic,  Opthalmic,  Aural,  Ante  and  Post  Natal  Clinics 
are  organised  under  the  supervision  of  specialists  at  Ellesmere 
Port. 

A School  clinic  and  Dental  Service  is  also  held  at  the  Clinic 
Centres,  at  Stanney  Lane  and  Great  Sutton. 

The  premises  at  Stanney  Lane  include  the  provision  of  an 
Adult  Training  Centre  for  mentally  handicapped  adults,  as  well  as 
a Day  Nursery  for  children  under  five  years. 

HOSPITALS  : 

The  Clatterbridge  General  and  Isolation  Hospitals  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Ellesmere  Port  and  District  Hospital,  serve  the  town  for 
most  purposes. 

MATERNITY  : 

Hospital  provision  is  at  Clatterbridge,  where  patients  are 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Consulting  Obstetrician  who  attends 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  at  the  Welfare  Centre. 

In  addition  there  is  a separate  Maternity  home  at  Heswall. 

MIDWIVES  : 

There  are  nine  midwives  practising  in  the  District,  all  of 
whom  are  employed  by  the  County  Council. 
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SECTION  47,  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  : 


The  provisions  of  the  above  Act  enable  a local  authority  to 
apply  for  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  or  a County  Council 
Hostel  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  who  are  in  need  of  care  and 
attention,  and  who  are  unable  to  care  for  themselves.  Much  time 
and  patience  is  devoted  to  the  needs  of  the  aged  by  a variety  of 
Health  Workers  and  every  effort  is  made  to  avoid  compulsory 
removal  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  from  their  own  homes. 

No  action  was  deemed  to  be  necessary  under  this  section 
during  the  year  though  several  persons  falling  within  the  category 
were  persuaded  by  voluntary  means  to  have  either  hostel  or 
hospital  care. 

SUMMARY  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

Erysipelas 

Nil 

Measles 

508 

Tuberculosis 

3 

Dysentery 

59 

(Respiratory) 

Infective  Jaundice 

7 

Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

(Others) 

Total : 582 


Brucella  Abortus  Infection 

A case  of  brucella  abortus  infection  occurred  in  a woman 
living  in  the  Borough.  There  was  a history  of  drinking  raw  milk 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  infection  resulted  from  this  action. 
Since  the  diagnosis  having  been  made  the  family  has  only  drunk 
pasteurised  milk. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Males 

1 

Females 

Total 

1 

2. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach 

5 

4 

9 

3. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung,  Bronchus  .. 

24 

6 

30 

4. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast 

— 

6 

6 

5. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Uterus 

— 

4 

4 

6. 

Leukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

7. 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms,  etc. 

25 

23 

48 

8. 

Benign  and  unspecified  Neoplasms 

3 

1 

4 

9. 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

1 

— 

1 

10. 

Anaemias 

— 

1 

1 

11. 

Mental  Disorders 

1 

— 

1 

12. 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc.  .. 

3 

— 

3 

13. 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

2 

4 

6 

14. 

Hypertensive  Disease 

2 

3 

5 

15. 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ... 

63 

43 

106 

16. 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

3 

9 

12 

17. 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

14 

25 

39 

18. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  .. 

8 

5 

13 

19. 

Pneumonia 

16 

14 

30 

20. 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

19 

9 

28 

21. 

Asthma 

— 

1 

1 

22. 

Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System  .. 

— 

3 

3 

23. 

Peptic  Ulcer  ... 

2 

1 

3 

24. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

1 

1 

2 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

1 

3 

4 

26. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

— 

1 

1 

27. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

— 

1 

28. 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System  .. 

2 

2 

4 

29. 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

— 

1 

1 

30. 

Congenital  Anomalies 

— 

5 

5 

31. 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

3 

2 

5 

32. 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

6 

3 

9 

33. 

Symptoms  and  Ill-Defined  Conditions  .. 

— 

1 

1 

34. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

9 

1 

10 

35. 

All  other  Accidents  ... 

9 

4 

13 

36. 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

3 

1 

4 

37. 

All  other  External  Causes  ... 

— 

3 

3 

228  190  418 
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WATER  SUPPLY  ; 

The  Statutory  Water  Undertaking  for  the  Borough  as  also 
the  whole  of  the  Wirral  is  the  Wirral  Water  Board,  formed  by 
a re-grouping  of  previous  undertakings  in  the  area. 

The  water  is  mainly  derived  from  the  River  Dee  with 
further  sources  from  boreholes  at  Prenton  and  Mouldsworth.  The 
boreholes  at  Hooton  being  reserved  as  a standby  for  emergencies. 
Softening  operations  of  these  supplies  has  not  been  resumed. 

It  is  understood  that  apart  from  routine  samples  of  water  sent 
to  an  independent  Analyst  for  examination,  daily  samples  are  also 
taken  for  Bacteriological  examination  by  the  Board’s  own  Chemist 
and  Analyst. 

During  the  year  reports  were  received  in  respect  of  samples 
taken  for  Bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis  from 
the  flamed  taps  in  the  softening  house  of  two  pumping  stations  and 
the  Treatment  Works  at  Great  Sutton.  In  each  case  of  those 
samples  examined  by  the  Analyst  he  indicates  the  results  as  of  a 
pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

The  River  Dee  supply  is  indicative  of  a fairly  soft  water 
whilst  from  boreholes  is  hard  in  character  but  stated  as  not  being 
unduly  so. 

The  following  are  the  replies  received  from  the  Engineer  to 
the  Board  relating  to  various  points  raised  with  him  : — 

1.  Particulars  of  any  new  source  of  public  supply. 

No  new  source  has  been  introduced  during  the  year. 

2.  Improvements  to  existing  sources  of  public  supply. 

No  major  improvements  carried  out. 

3.  Any  important  extensions  to  mains. 

Normal  distribution  mains  extensions  for  housing  develop- 
ment. 

4.  Have  pipe  supplies  been  satisfactory  in  quality? 

All  supplies  have  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quan- 
tity. 

5.  Is  any  part  of  this  district  in  need  of  an  improved  water 
supply? 

With  the  continuing  developments  both  in  housing  and  for 
industry  the  existing  feeder  mains  will  have  to  be  reinforced 
in  the  fairly  near  future. 

6.  Information  as  to  the  resumption,  or  otherwise  of  water 
softening  treatment  for  domestic  supply. 

No  softening  of  the  Board’s  Borehole  supplies  has  taken 
place  during  the  year. 
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Work  has  now  commenced  on  major  pipelaying  from  Sutton 
Hall  to  Crosshill  Reservoir  and  on  to  Upton.  Although  the  main 
IS  to  enable  water  to  be  afforded  particularly  to  the  North  Wirral 
Area,  it  will,  in  due  course  enable  Crosshill  Reservoir  to  assist  in 
maintaining  supplies  to  Ellesmere  Port  in  case  of  failure  of  pump- 
ing plant  at  Sutton  Hall. 


The  treatment  plant  at  Sutton  Hall  is  to  be  extended  and 
work  has  already  commenced  on  the  provision  of  additional 
sedimentation  tanks,  thus  ultimately  providing  for  a further  output 
of  water  from  this  plant,  whieh  affords  amongst  others,  our  supplies 
to  Ellesmere  Port. 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1968 


To  : THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  and  COUNCILLORS  of 
THE  BOROUGH  COUNCIL  OF  ELLESMERE  PORT. 


Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
Year  1968  in  respect  of  those  environmental  services  for  which  the 
Department  is  charged. 

The  amount  of  work  requiring  attention  appears  to  increase 
year  by  year  making  it  increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  routine 
work,  so  essential  in  public  health  administration.  It  is  also  not 
possible  because  of  the  time  involved  to  endeavour  to  plan  ahead 
as  should  be  done  to  keep  abreast  of  new  development. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  section  on  housing  the  comments 
made  in  relation  to  improvements.  The  new  Housing  Act  will 
without  doubt  offer  a challenge  both  to  the  Council  and  the  Depart- 
ment in  the  implementation  of  new  proposals  for  it  is  obvious  a 
great  deal  is  going  to  be  expected  of  Local  Authorities  in  its  attack 
upon  sub-standard  housing  conditions. 

Duties  in  food  administration  continued  to  grow  in  their 
importance  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  changes  and  advances 
in  food  technology.  It  is  therefore  essential  to  keep  in  line  with  the 
position  and  progress  as  found  necessary  to  meet  this  situation  and 
some  consideration  will  soon  be  required  on  this  aspect.  The  pro- 
posed extension  to  the  Ledsham  Hall  Farm  Slaughterhouse  will 
make  an  impact  on  the  staff  position. 

Smoke  Control  has  continued  and  a decision  to  provide  a 
forrn  of  central  heating  to  the  Rivacre  Bungalows  has  been  well 
received.  It  is  really  a break-through  with  forward  thinking  by  the 
Corporation. 

The  show  bungalow  on  the  Estate  for  a period  of  three 
weeks  has  stimulated  interest  to  say  the  least.  Tenants  on  a nearby 
estate  have  expressed  a wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the  offer  by  the 
Council  to  have  similar  heating  installed.  It  is  located  in  the  same 
Smoke  Control  Area.  Several  Local  Authorities  have  expressed 
interest  in  the  scheme  making  visits  to  the  show  bungalow. 

The  report  is  in  abridged  form  necessitated  by  the  cost 
allowed  in  estimates,  yet  hope  sufficient  has  been  stated  to  afford 
an  indication  of  the  activities  of  the  Department. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  express  appreciation  to  the 
Members  of  Committee  and  Council  for  their  continued  confidence 
and  consideration  to  the  staff  who  have  given  their  support  and 
finally  to  the  Town  Clerk  for  his  guidance  and  help. 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  TUFT, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Housing 

The  most  important  aspect  confronting  the  Department  in 
the  field  of  housing  to-day  is  the  improvement  and  repair  of  sub- 
standard accommodation  whether  they  be  located  in  the  public  Oi 
private  sector  and  the  demands  likely  to  be  made  upon  the  re- 
sources of  the  Department  to  meet  this  challenge  will  be  very 
great  indeed. 

It  is  anticipated  that  new  legislation  following  the  publica- 
tion of  the  White  Paper — “Old  Houses  Into  New  Homes'’  will 
come  into  operation  towards  the  end  of  the  next  year  and  if  the 
drive  to  be  made  upon  the  problem  of  the  sub-standard  house  is  to 
be  successful  then  it  is  essential  in  the  first  instance  for  agreement 
to  be  reached  that  a complete  street  or  road  or  terrace  of  hou:es 
shall  be  subject  to  improvements.  These  houses  will  require  to  be 
vacated  not  only  to  expedite  the  work  and  save  cost  but  also  that 
it  would  be  most  unreasonable  to  attempt  large  scale  improvements 
whilst  the  dwellings  are  tenanted,  thus  submitting  tenants  to  living 
for  a short  period  under  intolerable  inconvenience  whilst  work  is 
being  carried  out  at  their  house.  This  type  of  work  requires  a good 
standard  of  public  relations  to  explain  adequately  the  position  and 
the  problem  involved  for  without  any  doubt  the  final  outcome 
cannot  fail  but  to  be  appreciated  to  the  full  by  the  people  con- 
cerned. The  more  interest  that  is  taken  in  the  problem  is  that  much 
more  appreciated  by  them. 

The  attitude  of  the  Department  is  that  of  a team  spirit  so 
importan't  for  the  future  if  full  success  is  to  be  achieved.  Im- 
provement street  by  street  is  hard  work,  pains-taking  yet  rewarding 
when  completed. 

It  will  however  be  inevitable  owing  to  the  size  of  the  pro- 
blem that  with  the  best  intentions  some  people  through  no  fault  of 
their  own  will  not  for  a number  of  years  be  able  to  enjoy  the 
provision  of  complete  basic  standard  amenities,  let  alone  the  other 
amenities  which  are  a feature  in  present  day  standard  of  houses. 
It  is  really  unfortunate  that  some  concerted  effort  by  earlier 
legislation  could  not  have  been  made  and  so  have  helped  the 
present  situation  for  it  has  been  obvious  that  the  amount  of  grant 
payable  and  the  restrictions  involved  has  served  as  a deterrent 
rather  than  to  answer  the  call  for  the  improvement  of  sub-standard 
houses.  The  improvement  of  the  individual  house  is  ancillary  yet 
still  necessary. 

It  is  awaited  with  interest  the  scope  of  work  likely  to  attract 
grant  payment  with  the  extra  amount  involved  and  that  in  its 
application  it  will  not  be  too  restricted.  The  experience  gained  by 
the  Department  over  the  years  has  clearly  shown  that  to  produce  a 
satisfactory  scheme  of  improvements  together  with  repairs  involves 
quite  a degree  of  expenditure  and  unless  all  the  basic  principles 
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in  this  work  are  given  full  and  adequate  consideration  then  little 
progress  is  likely  to  ensue.  In  any  new  standard  that  might  be 
adopted  the  question  of  some  form  of  central  heating  must  have  a 
place  in  future  schemes  equally  as  it  is  considered  necessary  to 
undertake  environmental  improvement. 

With  the  probable  impact  of  this  new  legislation  the  Council 
decided  that  apart  from  the  improvement  of  houses  within  the 
various  pilot  schemes  and  of  certain  pensioner’s  accommodation, 
their  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  some  one  thousand  dwellings 
be  deferred  until  it  is  known  to  what  extent  the  new  grant  system 
will  apply  and  it  is  proposed  to  furnish  a report  to  Committee  as 
soon  as  this  information  is  available  from  the  Ministry. 

In  common  with  other  spheres  the  cost  of  this  type  of  work 
is  ever  increasing,  it  does  not  offer  the  attraotiveness  in  the  same 
manner  as  new  building  and  any  steps  of  incentives  that  can  be 
granted  to  make  it  more  attractive  should  be  given. 

The  provision  of  some  form  of  central  heating  in  post-war 
pensioners  accommodation  is  yet  another  aspect  of  the  improve- 
ment scheme  requiring  consideration  for  a number  of  these  types 
of  dwellings  are  only  equipped  with  an  open  inset  grate  in  the 
living  room. 

There  will  it  is  envisaged  remain  problems  in  the  private 
sector  where  houses  fall  short  of  the  basic  amenities  as  equally 
where  owners  maintain  they  are  quite  financially  unable  to  put 
into  operation  any  effective  scheme.  In  the  new  legislation  there 
may  well  be  provision  to  deal  with  this  type  of  problem  without 
the  Local  Authority  having  to  acquire  the  houses  as  has  happened 
in  the  past. 

The  question  of  houses  remaining  vacant  over  a long  period 
as  previously  referred  to  is  another  point  requiring  assistance  to 
the  local  authority. 

The  work  upon  the  repair  and  improvement  of  the  terrace 
of  some  thirty  houses  in  the  Woodfield  Road  area  is  still  in  pro- 
gress and  hope  it  will  be  completed  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
This  scheme  of  improvement  has  been  well  received  by  the  tenants 
and  the  assistance  from  the  Officers  of  the  Ministry  is  appreciated. 

During  the  year  seven  applications  were  received  for  the 
provision  of  standard  grant  amenities  with  none  under  discretion- 
ary powers.  Four  referred  to  the  provision  of  the  five  standard 
amenities;  two  referred  to  four,  there  being  a satisfactory  foodstore 
already  provided  and  one  in  connection  with  the  provision  of  an 
internal  W.C.  They  each  related  to  houses  in  private  ownership. 

The  total  amount  of  grant  for  approval  and  payment  made 
during  the  year  totalled  £720/ll/0d.  The  amount  paid  to-date 
since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  is  £19,275/ 13/7d. 

Although  except  for  several  short  life  properties  the  slum 
clearance  programme  is  complete  it  is  noted  that  with  large  scale 
re-development  taking  place  in  the  Westminster  Ward  some  prop- 
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erty  is  taking  on  a decrepit  appearance  and  the  problem  is  being 
closely  watched. 

A report  has  been  presented  to  Policy  Committee  upon  the 
various  aspects  and  in  the  light  of  this  action  is  being  taken  to 
acquire  property  following  an  informal  visit  and  subsequent  dis- 
cussion with  an  Officer  of  the  Ministry. 

During  the  year  thirteen  houses  were  demolished  and  sites 
cleared  following  earlier  action  under  clearance  programme.  These 
were  as  follows  : — 

426,  430,  432,  434,  436,  440  Chester  Road,  Little  Sutton. 

6 and  8 Green  Lane,  Great  Sutton. 

Oakbank  House,  Lime  Street,  Ellesmere  Port. 

32,  34,  40,  42  Black  Lion  Lane,  Little  Sutton. 

In  respect  of  action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
seventy-three  Informal  Notices  and  five  Abatement  Notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs  to  property.  Of  these  five,  two  were  subject 
to  Court  Proceedings  with  work  being  carried  out  by  the  Council 
in  exercise  of  default  powers  with  costs  being  recovered  in  the 
procedure  as  laid  down  in  the  Act. 

Detailed  inspections  have  been  carried  out  in  those  cases  of 
application  by  sitting  tenants  to  purchase  their  Corporation  dwell- 
ing, with  several  items  of  works  of  repair  as  shown  in  a schedule 
being  carried  out  before  the  sale  is  completed.  Twenty-two  such 
inspections  were  made. 

Inspections  have  also  continued  to  be  made  in  respect  of 
application  to  the  Corporation  for  an  advance  under  the  Housing 
Act  to  acquire  privately  owned  property.  This  arrangement,  where- 
by applicants  must  complete  all  necessary  repairs  before  an  advance 
is  made,  is  considered  very  satisfactory  and  does  ensure  that  dwell- 
ings are  brought  to  a good  state  of  repair.  The  number  of  houses 
so  inspected  totalled  thirty-one.  This  is  an  increase  over  the 
previous  year. 

The  number  of  corporation  houses  constructed  during  the 
year  from  figures  as  supplied  by  the  Borough  Architect/ Housing 
Director  was  five  hundred  and  eight.  Two  hundred  and  seventy -one 
were  erected  by  private  enterprise. 

Cases  of  overcrowding  or  application  for  rehousing  priority 
in  respect  of  other  health  reasons  are  investigated  and  reported 
upon  to  the  Housing  (Estates)  Sub-Committee  as  found  necessary. 
In  this  connection  five  cases  were  so  investigated  and  of  this 
number  two  were  offered  Corporation  accommodation.  None  of 
the  cases  were  statutorily  overcrowded. 

There  were  no  applications  received  during  the  year  for 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  Rent  Act.  This  may  be  accounted 
for  by  the  increasing  number  of  Owner/ Occupied  dwellings  and/or 
tenants  being  satisfied  on  the  position  of  repairs  and  the  rent  pay- 
able by  them. 

The  number  of  dustbins  supplied  to  property  during  the 
year  was  nine  hundred  and  ninety-seven  of  which  ninety-four  were 
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supplied  subject  to  an  annual  charge  made  upon  the  property. 
Twelve  undertakings  were  cancelled  by  the  Committee  on  receiving 
a report  in  each  instance.  Action  is  taken  by  the  Department  on 
Annual  Charge  as  a result  of  the  non-compliance  with  an  Informal 
Notice  served  upon  the  owner  requiring  him  to  provide  a dustbin 
or  on  the  initial  request  of  the  owners  of  the  property.  The  total 
number  of  bins  so  supplied  since  the  scheme  was  inaugurated  in 
June,  1950  to  the  31st  December,  1968  is  two  thousand,  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight.  This  is  considered  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

The  annual  charge  for  all  new  undertakings  is  7/6d. 

The  type  of  dustbin  in  use  in  the  Borough  is  the  B.S.S.  2^ 
cubic  feet  being  the  size  now  applicable  throughout  the  Borough. 

The  paper  sack  is  still  in  use  as  a container  for  the  reception 
of  refuse  in  the  area  covered  by  the  pilot  scheme,  the  maisonettes, 
multi-storey  flats  in  the  Westminster  Ward,  and  the  new  develop- 
ment of  Corporation  housing  in  the  Stanlow  Ward.  Any  further 
extension  still  remains  deferred  by  the  Council. 

The  tipping  of  domestic  refuse  is  being  undertaken  at  the 
Marsh  Lane  Ince  Site,  and  controlled  tipping  is  being  carried  out. 
It  is  understood  this  site  has  a life  of  several  years  and  during  the 
year  consideration  was  given  by  Committee  as  to  whether  or  not  a 
form  of  pulverisation  should  be  employed. 

Apart  from  letters  of  complaint  received  requesting  an 
inspection  of  premises  nineteen  hundred  and  forty-two  verbal 
complaints  were  made  at  the  office.  This  again  shows  an  increase 
over  the  previous  years.  In  addition  many  enquiries  are  made  to 
the  Department  for  advice,  etc.,  in  respect  of  numerous  items  as 
arise  within  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  or  other  matters  of 
a character  affecting  our  work. 

Eleven  hundred  and  forty-nine  applications  were  dealt  with 
with  for  Search  Certificates  by  means  of  memoranda  through  the 
Town  Clerk’s  Department.  This  is  a slight  decrease  since  the  last 
report. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Control  of  this  type  of  dwelling  passed  from  the  Public 
Health  Act  with  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Caravan  Sites 
and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  necessitating  a change  in 
procedure  in  dealing  with  applications. 

The  Planning  Committee  are  now  charged  with  granting  or 
refusing  planning  consent  with  Health  Committee  responsible  for 
the  issue  of  site  licences  following  the  decision  made  on  the  plan- 
ning aspect.  Model  standards  have  been  issued  by  the  Ministry  in 
respect  of  conditions  which  may  be  attached  to  site  licences,  and 
the  Council  have  agreed  to  impose  these  conditions. 

No  new  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  a 
site  licence  so  that  there  remains  a total  of  five  for  the  Borough. 
Conditions  at  each  are  satisfactory. 
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Food 

The  whole-time  activities  of  one  Inspector  together  with 
assistance  from  others  has  been  devoted  extensively  to  food  ad- 
ministration in  all  its  aspects  in  an  effort  to  ensure  the  responsibili- 
ties of  the  Borough  Council  in  this  important  field  is  being  properly 
administered. 

In  the  effort  to  achieve  this  it  is  considered  necessary  that 
some  form  of  systematic  inspection  is  operated  and  in  this  connec- 
tion a rota  system  is  laid  down  for  the  inspection  of  the  various 
types  of  premises,  some  requiring  more  visits  than  others  depending 
of  course  upon  the  trade  or  business  that  is  involved.  On  this  work 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-four  visits  were  made  with  one  hundred 
and  seventy-two  informal  notices  being  served.  These  referred  to  a 
variety  of  matters  all  of  which  received  prompt  attention. 

The  co-operation  from  the  food  trades  generally  is  very 
good  and  really  calls  for  little  criticism,  this  is  particularly  shown 
when  a complaint  has  been  made  to  the  Department  and  a follow- 
ing investigation  is  being  carried  out.  On  the  other  hand,  considera- 
tion and  vigilance  is  necessary  by  everyone  in  the  efforts  made  to 
maintain  a decent  standard  of  food  hygiene  and  food  handling.  It 
is  really  the  same  principle  as  applies  to  other  types  of  work, 
otherwise  there  is  a danger  for  a tendency  to  creep  in  that  the 
Inspector  is  never  seen  at  any  particular  food  premises,  that  no 
interest  is  being  shown  by  the  Local  Council  and  in  cases  where 
there  is  a leaning  towards  any  question  of  being  dilatory  then 
conditions  could  very  quickly  become  unsatisfactory.  In  the  making 
of  a systematic  approach  to  the  problem  everyone  is  being  kept 
alert  for  the  basic  principles  of  food  hygiene  apply  to  the  employee 
as  equally  to  the  employer. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  is  also  to-day  in  his  association 
with  the  food  industry  expected  to  become  fully  acquainted  with 
the  technological  aspect  of  the  trade  and  to  be  in  a position  to  offer 
advice  in  dealing  with  any  particular  problem  that  may  arise.  It  is 
therefore  necessary  for  specialisation  to  be  undertaken. 

Temperature  control  plays  an  important  role  in  the  preven- 
tion of  food  spoilage  and  keeping  quality,  and  the  policy  of 
refrigeration  has  been  maintained  and  reinforced  as  necessary 
during  the  year. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  premises  in  the 
Borough  registered  within  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  comprise: 
storage  and  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream,  126;  manufacture  and 
sale  of  ice-cream.  Nil;  preparation,  storage  and  sale  of  preserved 
food,  69. 

Four  new  registrations  were  made  during  the  year,  one  in 
relation  to  the  sale  of  ice-cream  and  three  for  preserved  food 
(cooked  meats). 
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The  number  of  food  premises  subject  to  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations  1960  grouped  in  categories  of  trade  in 
accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/66  is  as 
follows  : — 

(i)  Total  number  of  premises  293  : 


Butchers 

27 

Snack  Bars 

5 

Bakers 

8 

Restaurants 

5 

Grocers 

41 

Confectioners 

14 

Supermarkets 

23 

Factory  Canteens 

31 

General  Stores 

21 

Licensed  Premises 

37 

Fish  Friers 

17 

Confectionery 

26 

Wet  Fish 

6 

Cafes 

6 

Greengrocers 

26 

(ii)  Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation 

16—293. 

(iii)  Number  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies— 

275. 

(iv)  Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation 

19—275. 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  area,  or  poultry 
processing  stablishments. 

There  were  four  deletions  from  the  register,  two  referred  to 
preserved  food  (cooked  meats)  and  two  to  ice-cream.  In  each  case 
the  business  was  closed  down  with  demolition  of  the  premises 
taking  place  in  one  particular  instance. 

One  new  registration  was  made  for  mobile  trading  in  ice- 
cream and  fifteen  registrations  were  revoked  through  informal 
action  with  the  people  concerned.  In  each  instance  trading  had 
ceased  to  take  place.  The  total  number  on  the  register  is  now  forty- 
four  being  the  lowest  figure  of  registrations  for  a number  of  years. 

These  figures  do  not  include  any  traders  operating  mobile 
vehicles  whilst  having  shops  within  the  Borough  as  it  is  considered 
registration  is  not  necessary  when  operating  from  premises  as  open 
shop.  One  or  two  traders  do  operate  vehicles. 

Inspection  is  undertaken  at  various  intervals  in  order  to 
ensure  compliance  is  being  maintained  with  the  regulations,  etc., 
with  informal  notices  served  as  necessary.  These  have  been  com- 
plied with  and  no  further  proceedings  taken. 

Visits  on  a weekly  basis  are  made  to  the  Council’s  six-day 
market  for  the  purpose  of  the  inspection  of  food  exposed  or  stored 
for  sale,  as  also  to  ensure  that  conditions  are  satisfactory  on  the 
market  generally.  A total  of  twelve  stalls  are  in  use  for  the  sale  of 
food  and  two  mobile  vehicles,  one  retailing  wrapped  ice-cream,  the 
other  being  operated  as  a snack  bar.  Full  facilities  are  provided. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 

One  meeting  of  the  Clean  Food  Joint  Consultative  Com- 
mittee was  held  during  the  year  with  various  matters  being  dis- 
cussed. Mr.  J.  Lightowler,  Licensed  Victuallers  Association  was 
again  elected  Chairman. 

Several  matters  that  were  discussed  included  Food  Hygiene 
Lectures,  coding  of  perishable  goods,  rotation  of  stock  and  amend- 
ed rules  of  food  hygiene  for  display  for  distribution  at  food 
premises. 

A discussion  has  taken  place  in  relation  to  the  constitution 
of  the  Committee  as  also  whether  it  is  desired  it  should  remain  in 
view  of  the  changing  pattern  that  has  taken  place  in  the  operation 
of  food  businesses.  The  Committee  has  been  in  being  for  a number 
of  years  from  the  time  when  the  first  food  bye-laws  were  made,  has 
done  a tremendous  amount  of  progressive  work  in  the  field  of  food 
hygiene  and  food  handling  and  even  at  this  stage  maintains  a very 
useful  liaison  between  the  Corporation  and  the  food  industry.  The 
publication  of  the  latest  Food  Hygiene  Handbook  was  an  ample 
illustration  of  the  activities  undertaken.  Health  Committee  for  its 
part  desire  to  have  the  Committee  retained. 

A series  of  lectures  were  again  conducted  over  the  winter 
months  not  only  to  food  handlers  engaged  in  retail  trades,  but  also 
employees  at  factory  canteens.  This  training  includes  lectures  on  a 
regular  basis  to  food  handlers  engaged  at  one  large  industrial 
establishment.  They  are  conducted  at  the  firm’s  premises  where  full 
facilities  are  provided. 

In  respect  of  the  short  course  of  four  lectures  twenty-one 
personnel  were  granted  the  certificate  on  attaining  full  attendance. 
There  were  several  who  did  not  complete  the  course  and  will 
attend  further  lectures.  It  is  of  interest  to  record  that  to-date  some 
1,395  personnel  have  completed  attendance  at  the  lectures  over  the 
period  of  the  scheme  from  its  inception  in  1950. 

Publicity  material  in  the  form  of  posters  obtained  from  the 
Ministry  were  distributed  to  selected  premises  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  summer  period. 

The  work  carried  out  in  the  field  of  educational  activities  is 
most  important  from  the  public  health  aspect,  and  surely  cannot 
fail  but  to  have  some  beneficial  effects  in  the  prevention  of  disease 
particularly  those  associated  with  food  poisoning.  They  do,  how- 
ever, occupy  a great  deal  of  time  being  of  a rather  pains-taking 
nature. 

LICENSED  PREMISES 

Forty-nine  inspections  were  made  of  this  type  of  food 
premises  with  four  informal  notices  being  served  upon  owners. 

The  items  in  three  cases  were  of  a general  nature  and  com- 
pleted during  the  year.  The  remaining  involves  structural  alterations 
and  discussions  are  still  proceeding. 
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The  standard  of  hygiene  throughout  the  Borough  compares 
very  favourably  and  the  co-operation  afforded  is  appreciated. 

RESTAURANTS,  CANTEENS,  ETC. 

Eighty-six  routine  inspections  have  been  made  in  connection 
with  this  type  of  business  and  works  of  improvement  and  modern- 
isation carried  out.  Eourteen  informal  notices  were  served. 

The  total  number  of  separate  restaurants  is  twelve.  There 
are  in  addition  thirty-one  factory  canteens.  Five  restaurants  are 
fully  licensed. 

Forty  inspections  were  paid  of  school  canteens,  and  matters 
requiring  attention  referred  to  the  County  Council  as  the  appropri- 
ate Authority. 

The  opportunity  is  always  taken  during  the  course  of  the 
inspection  to  rectify  any  errors  from  a food  hygiene  aspect  which 
may  be  observed  being  committed  by  personnel  and  this  action 
proves  to  be  very  effective. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Seventy-five  special  visits  were  paid  to  food  premises  at  the 
request  of  owners  to  inspect  foodstuffs,  and  the  total  weight  rejected 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  3 tons  9 lbs. 

In  each  instance  the  rejected  food  was  disposed  of  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Department. 

Several  cases  occurred  of  refrigeration  failure,  involving 
rejection  of  foodstuffs. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  is  one  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough  at  Led- 
sham  and  a one  hundred  percent  meat  inspection  is  maintained. 
This  involves  the  whole-time  service  of  a Public  Health  Inspector, 
and  a degree  of  overtime  payment  is  made.  Slaughtering  as  a 
general  rule  takes  place  seven  days  of  the  week.  The  Inspector  on 
full-time  duty  is  also  responsible  to  ensure  Regulations  are  being 
complied  with  at  all  times. 

A Licence  for  the  premises  was  issued  during  the  year 
following  a report  to  Committee  when  the  previous  licence  expired. 
A close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Divisional  Veterinary 
Officer  of  the  Ministry. 

A report  was  submitted  to  Committee  at  its  September 
meeting  following  previous  instructions  received  requesting  con- 
sideration of  the  hours  of  slaughter  in  accordance  with  their  deci- 
sion when  it  was  finally  decided  that  apart  from  a reduction  in 
hours  governing  week-days,  slaughtering  be  permitted  each  day. 
The  revised  hours  to  be  again  considered  after  a six  months 
interval.  Compensatory  time  off  is  given  to  each  Inspector  for 
hours  worked  over  and  above  normal  office  hour  working. 
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An  application  by  the  Owner  to  extend  and  modernise  the 
premises  has  now  been  finally  approved  by  the  Ministry.  It  is 
hoped  the  scheme  proposed  will  soon  be  put  into  operation. 

The  maximum  charges  are  in  operation  as  laid  down  in  the 
Regulations. 

The  through-put  at  the  slaughterhouse  has  on  occasion 
necessitated  two  inspectors  being  on  duty  at  the  same  time.  Office 
accommodation  is  provided  with  a rental  paid  by  the  Corporation. 

The  following  table  relates  to  meat  inspection  carried  out  at 
this  slaughterhouse  during  the  year. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ... 

1954 

1338 

2210 

61595 

20185 

Number  inspected 

1954 

1338  2210  61595  20185 

All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci  : 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

1 

16 

67 

360 

36 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 

184 

562 

27 

8343 

7216 

culosis  and  Cysticerci 

Tuberculosis  Only  : 

17.54% 

2.31% 

23.5% 

7.07% 

2.78% 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

309 

Tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

6.05% 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Cases  submitted  to  treatment 

2 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

by  refrigeration  ... 
Generalised  and  totally  con- 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

demned  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Total  weight  rejected  was  35 

Nil 
tons,  4 

Nil  Nil 

cwts.,  4 lbs. 

Nil 

In  compliance  with  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  ten 
Slaughtermen’s  Licences  were  granted,  six  by  way  of  renewal  with 
four  issued  for  the  first  time. 


ICE-CREAM 

Fifty-three  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for  examination 
during  the  year  as  also  two  lolly  ices. 
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Sampling  on  a rota  basis  has  been  maintained,  whereby 
traders  are  visited  at  irregular  intervals. 

Of  the  fifty- three  samples  obtained  and  examined  in  accord- 
ance with  the  r^uirement  of  the  Ministry,  thirty-nine  were  placed 
in  Grade  1:  eight  in  Grade  II:  five  in  Grade  III  and  one  in 
Grade  IV. 

Action  was  taken  in  respect  of  the  samples  placed  in  Grades 
III  and  IV,  which  related  to  ice-cream  obtained  by  the  retailers 
from  producers  situated  outside  the  Borough,  and  further  samples 
subsequently  obtained. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  within  the 
Borough. 

Attention  has  been  paid  to  itinerant  ice-cream  dealers  to 
ensure  their  vehicles  are  maintained  to  standard  in  accordance  with 
the  codes  of  practice  in  operation  for  this  type  of  business. 

MILK  SUPPLY 

There  is  one  registered  dairy  and  eighty-nine  distributors 
within  the  Borough.  In  addition,  two  distributors  bring  milk  into 
the  area  from  an  adjacent  district,  as  well  as  four  registered  whole- 
salers. These  total  figures  are  similar  as  for  the  previous  year. 
Ihree  registrations  were  revoked  and  three  new  distributors  added 
to  the  register. 

There  are  seventy-six  milk  vending  machines  being  operated 
in  the  district,  seventeen  by  a producer/ retailer  from  farm  premises 
outside  the  Borough,  and  fifty-nine  by  a retail  dairy  undertaking. 
This  is  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year.  The  milk  sold  is  tuber- 
culin tested  as  now  defined  untreated  and  pasteurised. 

Milk  sampling  has  continued  to  be  carried  out  on  a rota 
basis;  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  samples  were  obtained  and  sent 
to  the  bacteriologist  for  examination,  each  being  examined  in 
accordance  with  the  designation  applicable  to  the  sample. 

Of  the  samples  so  examined  three  failed  the  prescribed  test, 
with  follow-up  work  being  undertaken  and  further  samples 
obtained. 

Information  was  received  from  the  County  Council  in 
respect  of  thirteen  samples  for  Brucella,  all  of  which  were  negative. 
There  are  no  farms  in  the  Borough  where  milk  is  retailed  as 
untreated. 

A total  of  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  pre-packed  Milk 
Dealers’  Licences  have  been  issued  to-date  authorising  the  sale  of 
milk  under  designation  for  the  quinquennial  period  from  1st 
January,  1966.  One  licence  may  include  for  various  types  of  milk 
provided  it  is  intended  to  be  retailed  at  the  time  application  is 
made  for  the  licence,  and  it  is  so  stated. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

One  hundred  and  fifty  formal  and  informal  samples  were 
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obtained  by  the  Department  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
for  examination.  All  with  one  exception  were  genuine.  This  related 
to  a complaint  received  regarding  an  opened  tin  of  tomatoes  and 
submitted  for  analysis. 


SAMPLES  SUBMITTED  TO  PUBLIC  ANALYST  FOLLOW- 
ING COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED 


No.  Sample 

1 . Part  Sample 
of  Italian 
Tomatoes 

2.  Unopened  tin 
of  Italian 
Tomatoes 


Result  of  Analysis 
Poisonous  metals  are  negligible 
but  the  Iron  content  is  very 
excessive. 

Condition  of  unopened  tin 
which  is  satisfactory. 


Remarks 

Full  investigation 
made  with 
Suppliers  and 
Importers. 


PARTICULARS  OF  FOOD  COMPLAINTS  FROM  PRIVATE 
PURCHASES 


No.  Nature  of  Complaint 

1.  Bristle  in  sweet  confection- 
ery. 

2.  Glass  in  coffee. 


3.  Piece  of  cork  inset  in  a 
pint  bottle  of  sterilised 
milk. 

4.  Bad  taste — minced  beef. 

5.  Suspected  Food  Poisoning 
— Corned  Beef. 

6.  Hole  inside  a Vienna  Cob 
I"  deep. 

7.  Alleged  worm  in  a packet 
of  chicken  soup. 

8.  Mould  growth  in  Tin 
Beans. 

9.  Condition  of  two  goose- 
berry tarts. 

10.  Mouldy  condition  of 
sausage  roll. 

1 1 . Mouldy  condition  of  pork 
pie. 

12.  Insect  in  a Fish  Cake. 

1 3.  Mould  on  the  top  of  jar 
of  Baby  Food. 

14.  Foreign  body  in  biscuit. 

1 5.  Larvae  in  bag  of  sugar. 

16.  Piece  of  material  in  bread. 

17.  Colour  of  frozen  beef. 

18.  Condition  of  joint  of  meat. 

19.  Black  substance  in  a packet 
of  Corn  Flakes. 


Remarks 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to 
Suppliers. 

Legal  proceedings  instituted. 
Manufacturers  fined  £25. 
Advocates  fee  £5/5/0d. 
Investigation  made,  no  further 
action  required. 

Investigation  made,  no  further 
action  required. 

Investigation  carried  out — No 
further  action  following 
laboratory  tests. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to  the 
Bakeries. 

Found  to  be  part  of  a blood 
vessel — no  further  action 
required. 

No  formal  action  following 
investigation. 

No  formal  action  after 
investigation. 

No  formal  action  taken. 

Legal  proceedings  instituted. 
Manufacturers  fined  £10. 
Advocates  Fee  £5/5/0d. 

Informal  action  taken. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to  retailer 
and  bakers. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to 
suppliers. 

No  formal  action  taken — 
insufficient  evidence. 

Dealt  with  informally. 

No  formal  action  taken. 
Complaint  dealt  with  informally. 
Due  to  excessive  cooking — no 
further  action  required. 
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No. 

Nature  of  Complaint 

20. 

Unsatisfactory  condition  of 
contents  of  Irish  Stew. 

21. 

Insect  in  an  egg  custard. 

22 

Souring  of  bottle  of  Milk. 

23. 

Glass  in  Jam. 

24. 

Mouldy  condition  of  Loaf. 

25. 

Condition  of  meat  pie — 
foreign  body, 

26. 

Piece  of  wire  found  in 
apple  pasty. 

27. 

Mouldy  condition  of  jam. 

28. 

Piece  of  paper  found  in 
cake. 

29. 

Blown  tin  of  dog  food. 

30. 

Piece  of  plastic  in  Malt 

Loaf. 

31. 

Mouldy  condition  of  pie. 

32. 

Condition  of  chocolate 
sponge  cake. 

33. 

Mould  found  on  bread. 

34. 

Foreign  body  in  beef 
sausage — suspected  as 
being  a beetle. 

35. 

Condition  of  cooked  meat. 

36. 

Fly  found  in  sponge  cake. 

37. 

Mouldy  condition  of  fruit 
tart. 

38. 

Mouldy  condition  of 
bread. 

39. 

Piece  of  wire  found  in 
batch  cake. 

40. 

Mouldy  condition  of  pie. 

41. 

Glass  in  bread. 

42. 

Insect  found  in  pie. 

43. 

Alleged  Food  Poisoning 
caused  by  eating  Rissoles. 

44. 

Discolouration  of  Meat. 

45. 

Sediment  in  a bottle  of 
sterilised  milk. 

46. 

Alleged  Food  Poisoning 
caused  by  eating  tinned 
tomatoes. 

47. 

Glass  found  in  bun. 

48. 

Insects  found  in  Ry-bread. 

49. 

Mouldy  condition  of 
pastry. 

50. 

Roast  Beef — sour  odour. 

51. 

Sour  taste  of  cream  in 

Swiss  Roll. 

52. 

Barm  Cakes  contained 
some  black  substance. 

53. 

Piece  of  twig  inside  pint 
of  Pasteurised  Milk. 

54. 

Cheese  spread  found  to  be 
mouldy. 

Remarks 

Letter  sent  to  packers — no  formal 
action. 

No  formal  action. 

Letter  sent  to  the  dairy 
concerned. 

No  formal  action  taken. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to  Bakers. 
Complaint  unfounded — foreign 
body  found  to  be  a piece  of 
mushroom. 

No  formal  action  taken. 

Letter  sent  to  importers. 

Letter  sent  to  bakery  concerned. 
No  action — complaint  referred 
to  do  gfood. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to  the 
Bakeries. 

Letter  of  caution  sent — no  further 
action. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to  the 
Bakeries. 

No  formal  action  taken. 


No  formal  action. 
Dealt  with  informally. 
No  formal  action. 
Letter  of  caution  sent. 


Dealt  with  informally. 

No  formal  action. 

Insuflficient  evidence. 

Not  substantiated. 

No  formal  action. 

No  formal  action — laboratory 
tests  negative. 

No  formal  action. 

Complaint  taken  up  with  the 
dairy. 

Sample  submitted  to  Public 
Analyst — no  formal  action  taken. 
No  formal  action. 

No  formal  action. 

No  formal  action. 

No  formal  action  taken. 

Letter  of  caution. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to  Bakers. 

Matter  dealt  with  informally. 

Matter  dealt  with  informally. 
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No.  Nature  of  Complaint 

55.  Fly  alleged  to  have  been 
in  a tin  of  sardines. 

56.  Discolouration  of  meat 
paste. 

57.  Skinless  pork  sausage — 


No  formal  action. 


No  formal  action. 


Remarks 


sour  showing  evidence  of 
mould. 


Complaint  dealt  with  by  another 
local  authority. 

No  formal  action  taken. 

No  formal  action.  Discolouration 
due  to  heat  sealing. 

No  formal  action,  insufficient 
evidence. 


58.  Bread — discolouration. 

59.  Discolouration  of  seal  on 
carton  of  milk. 

60.  Bread — Cigarette  end  in 
wrapper. 


Details  of  complaints  received  are  shown  with  each  as 
previously  indicated  being  investigated,  statements  taken,  trader 
and  as  applicable  producer  or  manufacturer  interviewed  and  given 
the  opportunity  to  examine  the  article  of  food  subject  to  complaint, 
and  finally  a full  report  prepared.  Should  the  article  be  imported 
then  the  importers  are  approached  and  requested  to  contact  the 
producers  and/or  packers  for  an  explanation  and  the  action  taken. 

The  problem  still  remains  as  indicated  in  the  last  year’s 
report  of  dealing  with  complaints  relative  to  food  imported  into  the 
country  and  found  to  be  substantiated,  yet  not  possible  to  take  any 
further  proceedings  beyond  the  investigation  stage.  This  points  to  a 
weakness  in  legislation. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  appreciated  a great  deal  of  an  Inspec- 
tor’s time  is  spent  on  these  investigations  so  necessary  in  the  public 
interest  and  in  the  absence  of  Legal  Proceedings  which  is  complex 
in  itself,  enables  steps  to  be  taken  in  an  endeavour  to  prevent  a 
repetition  of  the  type  of  incident. 


25 


Clean  Air 

Eight  Smoke  Control  Areas  are  now  in  operation  in  the 
Borough  covering  1,565  acres  and  some  8,187  dwellings  together 
with  215  other  buildings. 

Smoke  Control  Area  No.  8 came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  October,  1968. 

In  accordance  with  the  phased  programme  survey  work  has 
been  carried  out  on  Smoke  Control  Area  No.  9 and  the  order  has 
been  submitted  to  and  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  without  modification  to  come  into  operation  on 
the  1st  October,  1969.  This  area  covers  391.34  acres  or  thereabouts 
and  contains  approximately  883  houses;  23  retail  shops;  17  prem- 
ises on  the  Corporation’s  light  industrial  estate;  7 other  type  of 
premises;  3 sports  clubs  and  2 County  Council  schools.  Works  of 
conversion  to  private  dwellings  is  in  progress  on  this  area  at  the 
present  time. 

The  Corporation  dwellings  in  this  area  include  an  Estate  of 
248  permanent  prefabricated  bungalows  and  during  the  year  reports 
were  submitted  to  the  Council’s  Housing  Committee  on  various 
alternative  forms  of  conversion  including  the  provision  of  partial 
gas  fired  central  heating  as  it  was  felt  that  some  form  of  central 
heating  would  be  of  considerable  advantage  with  this  type  of 
dwelling. 

The  Committee  gave  instructions  for  a survey  of  the  248 
bungalows  on  the  estate  to  be  undertaken  to  ascertain  the  views  of 
the  tenants  when  it  was  found  that  some  87%  were  in  agreement. 
Negotiations  were  successfully  concluded  with  the  North  Western 
Gas  Board  to  provide  a gas  main  service  on  the  estate  and  a con- 
tract has  now  been  entered  into  with  a private  contractor  to  provide 
a basic  gas  fire/ boiler  unit  with  two  radiators  capable  of  being 
extended  to  give  full  central  heating  with  additional  radiators  at  a 
standard  cost  to  the  tenant. 

Exising  smoke  control  areas  in  operation  are  kept  under 
observation  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  orders  and  in  several 
instances  warnings  were  given  for  burning  non-smokeless  fuels.  It 
has  not  been  found  necessary  up  to  the  present  time  to  take  further 
action  as  personal  advice  and  guidance  has  resolved  any  problems. 

On  receipt  of  information  from  the  North  Western  Gas 
Board  intimating  that  production  of  their  fuels  gas  coke  and 
phimax  would  cease  during  the  financial  year  1970/71  representa- 
tions were  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  first  five  Smoke  Control 
Areas  were  brought  into  operation  with  the  basic  fuel  of  gas  coke. 

In  their  reply  the  Ministry  stated  that  a review  of  the  avail- 
ability of  smokeless  fuels  had  recently  been  completed  and  they 
were  satisfied  that  there  would  be  adequate  supplies  of  solid  smoke- 
less fuels  to  meet  the  demand  which  on  the  evidence  of  present 
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trends  is  expected  to  fall  over  the  next  decade.  It  was  also  pointed 
out  that  the  Clean  Air  Act  confers  no  power  to  make  a second 
payment  of  grant  and  the  choice  in  earlier  areas  would  therefore 
lie  between  using  premium  fuels  or  switching  to  some  other  form 
of  heating. 

The  Council’s  views  on  this  matter  were  made  known  to  the 
joint  Committee  of  the  North  West  Black  Area  Local  Authorities, 
a Committee  which  was  formed  several  years  ago  with  the  purpose 
of  ensuring  supplies  of  smokeless  fuel  were  available  to  the  North 
West. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  a circular 
dated  29th  August,  1968,  indicated  that  the  Minister  had  revoked 
the  designation  of  direct  acting  electric  space  heaters,  the  effect  of 
which  was  to  allow  Local  Authorities  to  pay  grants  on  these 
appliances  in  Smoke  Control  Areas  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Clean  Air  Act.  A report  was  prepared  for  Health 
Committee  who  approved  an  item  for  inclusion  in  the  schedule  of 
costs  for  conversion  of  appliances. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a Circular  letter  was  received  from 
the  Economic  Planning  Council,  North  West  Region,  indicating 
that  only  38%  of  all  premises  in  the  black  areas  of  the  North  West 
had  become  subject  to  smoke  control  and  while  the  region  is 
infinitely  cleaner  than  it  was,  the  high  level  smog  layer  is  very 
much  in  evidence.  The  Economic  Planning  Council  appealed  to 
every  Local  Authority  in  the  North  West  to  do  everything  they 
can,  as  Quickly  as  they  can  to  reduce  the  atmospheric  pollution  in 
the  whole  of  this  area — whether  designated  black  or  not. 

In  response  to  this  letter  and  of  information  requested  the 
Regional  Planning  Council  were  supplied  with  a map  showing  the 
nine  Smoke  Control  Areas  which  would  be  the  total  in  operation 
by  1st  October,  1969,  covering  some  1956.46  acres  and  9,070 
dwellings  together  with  267  other  buildings.  Since  the  total  number 
of  houses  and  flats  in  the  area  is  estimated  at  16,503  it  will  be 
noted  that  over  fifty  per  cent  of  premises  are  covered  by  Smoke 
Control  Orders.  This  is  an  improvement  than  indicated  in  the 
Circular  as  affecting  the  Borough. 

Keen  interest  in  the  need  for  clean  air  continues  to  be  shown 
by  the  public  and  enquiries  are  received  in  the  Department  request- 
ing information  when  areas  will  be  smoke  controlled.  The  types  of 
conversions  submitted  in  smoke  control  areas  indicate  a desire  to 
change  to  modern  forms  of  domestic  heating  and  some  excellent 
schemes  have  been  submitted. 

The  control  of  industrial  pollution  in  the  Borough  is  con- 
tinually under  surveillance  with  routine  inspections  of  industrial 
plants  and  observations  of  emissions  to  atmosphere. 

Close  co-operation  is  maintained  between  the  Department 
and  factory  managements  and  engineers  so  that  any  problem  found 
in  observations  and  investigations  can  be  dealt  with  quickly. 

27 


Experience  shows  that  liaison  of  this  kind  continues  to  be  of  great 
value  in  resolving  problems  both  to  the  Local  Authority  and 
industry. 

Discussions  have  been  held  with  the  Engineers  on  a problem 
of  combustion  control  at  one  large  industrial  solid  fuel  boiler  plant 
and  the  replacement  of  an  older  section  of  this  plant  has  been 
proposed  to  resolve  the  problem. 

Dust  emission  from  a concrete  batch  mixing  plant  has  been 
investigated  and  the  attention  of  the  Company  drawn  to  the  care 
needed  to  prevent  nuisance.  The  position  is  being  kept  under 
review. 

A problem  of  fume  emission  from  a drying  oven  of  a large 
industrial  establishment  has  been  the  subject  of  detailed  inspection 
and  discussion  with  the  Engineers  concerned  and  remedial  measures 
have  been  put  in  hand. 

The  Clean  Air  Act  provides  that  all  new  furnaces  shall  so 
far  as  practicable  be  capable  of  being  operated  continuously  with- 
out emitting  smoke  when  burning  fuel  of  a type  for  which  the  plant 
was  designed  and  notice  of  the  proposed  installation  must  be  given 
to  the  Local  Authority.  Twenty-one  notices  of  proposal  to  instal 
furnaces  were  received  during  the  year  and  accepted  by  the  Com- 
mittee. The  Departments  requirements  for  smokeless  combustion 
are  discussed  in  detail  with  the  developers  when  notices  are 
received. 

As  a result  of  discussions  with  the  Borough  Architect  low 
sulphur  fuels  have  been  specified  for  use  in  recent  new  Corporation 
projects  indicating  the  Borough  Council  is  prepared  to  maintain  a 
good  standard  as  also  give  encouragement  to  others  in  this  field. 

A number  of  schemes  of  industrial  incineration  are  at 
present  under  investigation  and  the  importance  of  good  design  of 
plant  is  again  being  emphasised.  The  plant  must  be  of  adequate 
size  to  deal  with  the  load  and  fitted  with  effective  primary  and 
after  burners  to  consume  smoke  and  prevent  nuisance. 

A close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  Technologists  and 
the  Alkali  Works  Inspector  in  relation  to  the  large  chernical  in- 
dustries and  petroleum  refineries  located  in  the  Borough  in  order 
to  control  gaseous  emissions. 

During  the  year  a large  new  process  plant  was  brought  into 
operation  at  one  refinery  and  problems  of  combustion  control  were 
experienced  when  being  commissioned.  The  plant  was  part  of  a 
large  integrated  complex  and  considerable  work  was  carried  out  by 
the  Company  in  order  to  ensure  design  conditions  were  met  in 
order  to  resolve  the  problems. 

Work  is  nearing  completion  on  the  development  of  land  at 
the  Ince  Marshes  by  the  erection  of  an  Inorganic  Fertiliser  Plant 
and  close  liaison  is  being  maintained  with  the  Company  as  the  plant 
goes  into  stream. 

Large  scale  extensions  of  refinery  premises  are  taking  place 
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in  the  Borough  and  the  opportunity  is  being  taken  to  stress  the 
need  for  the  control  of  atmospheric  pollution  by  embodying  the 
most  advanced  technological  processes  in  this  field. 

In  the  development  of  the  Council’s  light  industrial  estate, 
investigations  have  been  carried  out  into  various  processes  prior  to 
completion  of  negotiations  for  a site  and  in  this  connection  a visit 
v^as  paid  during  the  year  to  the  Plastics  Division  of  a large  Chem- 
ical Company  to  investigate  at  first  hand  the  processes  involved. 

The  Clean  Air  Act  1968  introduced  a new  control  by  Local 
Authorities  over  the  height  of  furnace  chimneys.  This  applies  to 
Chimneys  of  all  furnaces  used  to  burn  pulverised  fuel  or  solid 
rnatter  at  a rate  of  one  hundred  pounds  or  more  an  hour  or  any 
liquid  or  gaseous  fuel  at  a rate  equivalent  to  one  and  a quarter 
million  British  Thermal  Units  or  more  an  hour. 

The  control  applies  where  a new  chimney  is  built  or  a 
furnace  is  enlarged  or  replaced  by  one  having  a larger  combustion 
space  and  or  an  occupier  of  a building  commits  an  offence  if  he 
uses  the  furnace  without  having  obtained  the  approval  of  the  Local 
Authority  for  the  height  of  the  chimney. 

Discussions  are  held  with  Architects,  Engineers  and  Develop- 
ers when  plans  are  submitted  in  order  to  draw  attention  to  these 
requirements  and  to  the  latest  memorandum  on  chimney  heights 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

The  Borough  Council  is  a co-operating  body  with  the 
Warren  Spring  Laboratory  Air  Pollution  Division  and  two  daily 
smoke  filters  and  SO2  apparatus  are  maintained  by  the  Department, 
one  instrument  is  sited  in  the  Town  Centre  and  the  other  in  a 
residential  area  of  the  Borough.  In  addition  three  daily  instruments 
are  operated  by  Industrial  Undertakings,  two  in  the  Stanlow  Area 
and  one  in  the  North  Road  Area  at  the  request  of  the  Department 
and  their  co-operation  is  greatly  appreciated. 

The  annual  summary  prepared  by  the  Ministry  of  Tech- 
nology, Warren  Spring  Laboratory  on  the  national  survey  of  the 
investigation  of  air  pollution  shows  the  following  results  for  Sites 
Nos.  2 and  3 operated  by  the  Department. 


Ellesmere  Port  No.  2 : 

Smoke/SOi 

Smoke 

SOi 

Ratio 

Mean  Summer 

36 

72 

.49 

Mean  Winter 

83 

126 

.66 

Year 

58 

98 

.59 

Ellesmere  Port  No.  3 ; 

Mean  Summer 

44 

77 

.57 

Mean  Winter 

98 

163 

.60 

Year 

71 

119 

.60 

Units  expressed  in  microgrames/cu.  metre. 


Trends  in  national  ground  level  concentrations  of  smoke 
and  SO^  continue  to  show  a reduction  in  levels  which  indicates  the 
importance  of  following  a vigorous  policy  of  control  of  atmospheric 
pollution. 
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General 

NOISE 

Several  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  and  each 
were  carefully  investigated. 

One  referred  to  a recurring  nuisance  in  relation  to  shunting 
operations,  one  in  connection  with  domestic  premises  with  the 
remainder  being  from  factory  or  commercial  undertakings. 

The  problem  of  the  marshalling  yard  is  not  an  easy  one  and 
the  co-operation  given  by  Officers  of  British  Rail  has  been  very 
good.  A good  deal  can  be  achieved  by  the  personal  element  and 
large  notices  are  still  exhibited  by  the  railway  authority  drawing 
drivers  attention  to  the  need  in  reducing  nuisance  by  noise  and 
steps  to  be  taken  as  circumstances  will  allow. 

The  Department  has  over  the  years  paid  due  regard  to  any 
possible  noise  nuisance  and  of  course  drawn  attention  in  any  new 
development  whenever  considered  appropriate.  It  can  be  stated 
that  industry  generally  is  very  mindful  of  the  situation  and  in 
certain  instances  requesting  that  in  the  supply  of  equipment  noise 
level  shall  be  within  acceptable  limits. 

The  Committee  have  agreed  to  the  provision  of  a noise 
meter  and  this  will  be  of  advantage  in  assessing  future  problems. 

It  is  felt  that  whilst  it  is  appreciated  of  being  a difficult 
problem  consideration  is  required  regarding  noise  from  traffic  and 
segregation,  particularly  of  heavy  vehicles  from  residential  areas. 

DRAINS  AND  SEWERAGE 

There  are  two  disposal  works  in  the  Borough.  The  works  at 
Little  Stanney  were  designed  for  a population  of  20,000  whilst  the 
disposal  works  at  Sunnyside  Pontoon  and  known  as  the  Town 
Works  are  designed  for  a population  of  7,000.  An  area  of  the 
Borough  is  drained  under  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  to  the  River 
Mersey  without  treatment. 

The  new  sewage  disposal  works  at  Stanney  are  well  in 
progress  as  also  the  laying  of  new  sewers  associated  with  the 
scheme. 

There  have  been  instances  of  flooding  occurring  after  heavy 
storms  and  it  is  understood  the  Borough  Surveyor  is  actively  en- 
gaged in  an  endeavour  to  resolve  these  problems. 

The  scheme  of  drainage  envisaged  at  Ledsham^  private 
slaughterhouse  which  involves  pumping  into  the  Council’s  sewer 
some  distance  away  is  now  completed,  and  apparently  working 
satisfactorily. 

The  cleansing  of  choked  house  drains  are  referred  m the 
first  instance  to  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Departrnent 
when  arrangements  are  made  for  plunging  and  rodding.  Notices 
are  served  upon  owners  where  drainage  cannot  be  cleared  by  the 
method  and  the  ground  has  to  be  opened  up. 

One  hundred  and  ten  notices  were  served  during  the  year 
for  defective  drainage.  All  notices  were  complied  with. 
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The  routine  cleansing  of  cesspools  is  undertaken  by  the 
Council  through  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department 
together  with  a service  for  the  periodic  de-sludging  of  septic  tanks 
SWIMMING  POOLS 

There  are  two  swimming  pools  owned  by  the  Corporation, 
the  open  air  pool  at  Rivacre  and  the  indoor  pool  at  Stanney  Lane. 

The  water  in  both  cases  is  obtained  from  the  Wirral  Water 
Board  mains  being  of  the  smae  quality  as  drinking  water  and  is 
treated  by  continuous  bath  purification  plant.  In  the  case  of  the 
open  air  pool  this  involves  rapid  sand  filtration  whilst  the  other 
modern  pre-coat  filters.  Chlorination  equipment  is  installed  capable 
of  achieving  break-point  standard. 

Sixteen  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  routine  working. 

SCHOOLS 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  two  County  Grammar 
Schools,  eight  County  Secondary  Modern,  twenty-six  Primary  and 
four  Denominational  Schools  in  the  Borough. 

All  schools  are  provided  with  individual  closet  accommoda- 
tion together  with  necessary  facilities. 

Several  routine  visits  have  been  made  and  action  taken  as 
appropriate. 

There  are  no  Schools  in  the  Borough  using  rooms  at  other 
buildings  to  accommodate  overspill. 

PET  ANIMALS 

There  are  six  premises  in  the  Borough  licenced  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  all  in  relation  to  shops  and  are 
satisfactory. 

In  addition  one  licence  has  been  issued  in  respect  of  an 
Animal  Boarding  Establishment. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

The  Borough  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  the  Act  being  the  Local  Authority  as  defined  for  the  purpose 
and  eighty  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

There  are  many  anomalies  in  the  operation  of  the  Act  which 
has  been  the  subject  of  previous  reports,  nevertheless,  the  visits 
recorded  are  made  in  relation  to  ascertain  there  is  no  real  abuse 
being  made  of  early  closing  hours. 

FACTORIES 

Factory  development  continues  in  the  Borough  and  close 
attention  is  given  to  all  aspects  of  Public  Health  Control.  This  work 
at  the  planning  stage  is  considered  to  be  very  important  as  some 
of  the  development  is  extensive  in  character  and  problems  resolved 
at  this  stage  show  advantages  later  on. 

It  is  noticeable  that  in  some  instances  a high  standard  of 
health  and  welfare  facilities  is  the  aim  of  new  factories  and  some 
excellent  schemes  have  been  provided. 
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Two  undertakings  obtain  a water  supply  from  deep  bores 
for  which  approval  has  been  given  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Factories  Act.  Samples  of  water  are  obtained  at 
regular  intervals  for  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical 
analysis.  One  undertaking  by  mutual  consent  discontinued  the  use 
of  bore-hole  water  as  a potable  supply  at  their  factory.  A mains 
supply  is  now  in  use. 

The  water  supply  to  one  undertaking  is  extensive  and  com- 
plex in  character  and  reports  on  samples  are  received  weekly.  Close 
liaison  is  maintained  with  the  Company  and  a comprehensive 

scheme  of  sampling  is  carried  out. 

The  support  and  assistance  afforded  by  the  Public  Analyst 
in  the  examination  and  control  of  these  water  supplies  is  greatly 
appreciated. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 

The  main  provisions  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  August,  1964,  this 
legislation  being  designed  to  improve  the  safety,  health  and  welfare 
facilities  in  these  premises. 

A register  of  the  premises  affected  by  the  Act  has  to  be 
maintained  by  the  Department  and  the  number  of  premises  in- 
cluded on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


Offices 

Retail  Shops  ^47 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  _ 4 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  Public  38 


Total  431 


The  analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises  by 

workplace  is  given  below  : — 

Offices  1496 

Retail  Shops  1^0^ 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  25 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  Public  382 

Canteens  ”75 


Total  3481 


The  total  figure  is  made  up  of  1,503  males  and  1,978 
females. 

There  were  eleven  accidents  notified  during  the  year  under 
review  of  which  none  necessitated  any  formal  action  being  taken 
as  a result  of  an  investigation  made  in  each  case.  Some  were 
subject  to  recommendations  being  made  to  the  occupiers  of  the 
premises  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  these  received  active  attention. 

In  the  course  of  routine  inspections  forty-five  letters  were 
sent  to  occupiers  and  in  five  cases  Verbal  Notices  were  given.  In 
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five  instances  work  remained  outstanding  and  following  warning 
letters  sent  after  report  to  Health  Committee  that  legal  proceedings 
would  be  instituted  unless  such  works  were  carried  out  within  the 
stated  period,  four  were  complied  with  and  one  remained  outstand- 
ing at  the  close  of  the  year,  this  is  now  being  finalised  with 
satisfactory  results. 

Registration  form  OSR.l  was  duly  sent  to  occupiers  of 
premises  where  it  was  ascertained  that  it  came  within  the  perview 
of  the  Act,  but  had  not  made  application  for  registration. 

A further  general  routine  inspection  is  to  be  commenced 
during  the  coming  year.  This  will  ensure  premises  are  being  main- 
tained in  compliance  with  the  Act,  to  reiterate  the  need  for  accident 
notifications  as  laid  down  in  the  Act,  as  also  to  maintain  the 
accuracy  of  the  register,  as  difficulty  is  experienced  in  cases  of 
change  of  occupancy  of  premises. 

rai5ioactive  substances 

Copies  of  Certificates  of  Registration  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Radioactive  Substances  Act  are  forwarded  to  Local  Auth- 
orities by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in 
respect  of  establishments  in  the  Borough  using  radioactive  sub- 
stances. 

In  each  case  visits  are  paid  to  the  industry  concerned  and 
close  liaison  maintained  with  their  technical  staflf  in  order  that  the 
Department  is  kept  aware  of  developments  in  this  field. 

OIL  HEATER  REGULATIONS 

The  Department  is  responsible  for  the  operation  of  these 
regulations  and  visits  have  been  made  to  premises  covered  by  the 
regulations  to  ensure  that  the  requirements  of  the  regulations  were 
understood  and  complied  with. 

PEST  CONTROL 

This  section  has  continued  to  be  very  active  being  fully 
engaged  in  all  aspects  not  only  of  rodent  control  but  also  in  con- 
nection with  insect  pests  and  measures  of  control  of  an  avian 
nature. 

The  Council  again  agreed  following  a request  by  the 
Ministry  for  the  use  of  the  Sections  accommodation  at  the  Depot 
for  the  holding  by  them  of  a two  day  course  in  rodent  control  for 
staff  employed  by  the  various  adjacent  Authorities  as  well  as  our 
own.  The  courtesy  granted  was  acknowledged  and  reflects  the 
spirit  of  co-operation  prevailing. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  full  co-operation  has  been 
maintained  and  with  the  growth  of  the  Borough  particularly  from 
an  industrial  point  of  view  has  resulted  in  further  contracts  being 
entered  into  for  clearance  of  premises.  Several  have  involved 
eradication  of  pests  other  than  rodents.  Where  the  circumstances, 
warrant  such  action  it  is  recommended  to  have  an  all  embracing 
contract. 

A free  service  has  continued  in  respect  of  rat  infestation  at 
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domestic  property,  and  advice  is  given  whenever  requested  in  any 
instance  affecting  mice. 

Apart  from  routine  work  120  complaints  were  received  for 
rat  infestation  and  49  in  relation  to  mice. 

6,262  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  rodent  operatives, 
with  939  poisoning  campaigns  undertaken.  The  total  amount  of 
‘poison  take’  i.e.,  poison  and  bait  combined,  on  all  campaigns 
was:  Zinc  Phosphide  18  lbs.  llj  oz.;  Arsenic  32  lbs.  12^  oz.; 
Warfarin  0.5  per  cent  414  lbs.;  Soluble  Warfarin  439  quarts. 

The  use  of  soluble  warfarin  in  industrial  premises  has  been 
found  to  be  most  successful  and  of  some  advantage  over  other 
poisons,  particularly  where  very  dry  conditions  are  evident. 

The  formula  prepared  by  the  Ministry  for  the  calculation  of 
the  estimated  kill  of  the  common  rat  when  Zinc  Phosphide  and 
Arsenic  are  used  shows  that  in  respect  of  these  two  poisons  in 
campaigns  a total  kill  of  2,059  is  arrived  at  for  the  year. 

In  accordance  with  the  arrangements  made  it  was  not 
necessary  to  undertake  test  baiting  of  sewer  manholes  throughout 
the  area.  This  showed  a saving  in  expenditure  and  demonstrated 
the  success  of  work  previously  carried  out  in  this  connection. 

A number  of  treatments  have  been  carried  out  at  industrial 
and  other  premises  in  relation  to  infestation  of  ants,  cockroaches, 
etc.,  such  work  being  undertaken  on  a Clearance  or  Annual 
Contract  basis.  Work  in  the  case  of  domestic  dwellings  is  done  as 
a free  service  and  complaints  generally  show  a considerable 
increase. 

In  respect  of  infestation  with  bed-bugs  the  number  of  houses 
dealt  with  during  the  year  is  as  follows  : — 


(a)  Corporation  houses  6 

(b)  Other  houses 3 

(c)  Number  disinfested  9 

(d)  Total  visits  40 


Infested  houses  were  treated  with  liquid  and  powder  forms 
of  D.D.T.  with  satisfactory  results.  It  is  not  generally  considered 
necessary  to  have  woodwork  removed  in  the  bedroom  to  facilitate 
disinfestation,  due  to  the  residual  effect  of  D.D.T. 

Whilst  the  number  affected  is  small  it  is  rather  surprising  to 
have  any  at  all  taking  into  consideration  that  suitable  insecticides 
are  so  readily  available  to  the  public  from  retail  shops. 

Close  contact  has  been  maintained  with  Senior  Inspector, 
Infestation  Division,  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
at  Liverpool,  and  the  help  and  support  particularly  in  connection 
with  identification  of  various  species  is  greatly  appreciated. 

Spraying  with  a suitable  insecticide  has  also  been  carred  out 
following  complaints  received  of  nuisance  by  mosquito  and  midge 
breeding.  Whenever  possible  cleansing  of  ditches  has  been  under- 
taken by  the  Owners,  although  where  new  development  is  con- 
cerned it  is  essential  that  all  ditches  shall  be  piped. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

OF  THE 


SOUTH  WEST  CHESHIRE  DIVISION 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1968 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Divisional  Health  Services  for  the  year  1968.  The  Division  com- 
prises of  the  Borough  of  Ellesmere  Port  and  the  Rural  Districts  of 
Chester  and  Tarvin. 

The  total  population  has  increased  from  103,170  in  1967  to 
105,750  in  1968.  The  area  of  the  Division  is  115,584  acres. 

There  have  been  several  policy  decisions  by  the  County 
Health  Committee  during  the  year  which  have  affected  the  services 
supplied  by  the  Divisional  Health  Committee.  One  of  these  deci- 
sions was  to  stop  the  sale  of  branded  infant  foods  in  the  Welfare 
Centres  as  recommended  by  the  Sheldon  Committee  on  Child 
Welfare  Centres.  The  National  Dried  and  other  Ministry  Welfare 
Foods  continue  to  be  supplied  by  the  Clinics  as  in  the  past.  The 
cessation  of  the  sale  of  the  branded  foods  was  put  into  effect  in 
December  1968,  and,  therefore,  the  major  effects  will  only  be 
noticed  in  the  ensuing  year.  There  are,  however,  two  clinics  at 
which  branded  infant  foods  continue  to  be  sold  for  the  time  being, 
as  there  are  no  alternative  commercial  sources  of  supply  within 
the  vicinity,  and  these  are  situated  at  Ashton  and  Barrow. 

The  policy  concerning  the  financial  assistances  to  handi- 
capped persons  where  adaptation  of  their  house  is  required  has 
also  been  varied.  The  variation  does  not  apply  to  houses  owned  by 
the  County  District  Councils,  but  where  a privately  owned  house 
is  either  rented  or  owner/ occupied  the  previous  method  of  giving 
loans  will  cease  and  grants  will  be  made  by  the  County  Council 
when  the  alterations  cost  less  than  £300.  In  instances  where  the 
cost  exceeds  £300,  Committee  approval  will  be  obtained,  and 
should  the  County  Land  Agent  consider  the  adaptations  enhances 
the  value  of  the  property,  the  financial  assistance  will  be  given  as 
an  interest  free  loan.  The  revised  arrangements  should  eliminate 
unavoidable  delay  due  to  the  previous  procedures. 

As  mentioned  in  the  body  of  the  report  the  Waverton  Club 
started  in  May  of  this  year,  and  after  a slow  start,  partly  due  to 
staff  changes  and  also  some  difficulty  in  providing  suitable  transport 
to  convey  members  to  the  club,  the  numbers  have  slowly  built  up, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  seven  members  attending! 
It  is  hoped  that  this  will  increase  considerably  next  year  as  we  now 
have  Mrs.  Measures,  the  Occupational  Therapist,  attending  regu- 
larly, and  also  the  transport  situation  should  be  considerably 
improved. 
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During  the  year  two  rooms  were  rented  in  Malpas,  primarily 
for  the  benefit  of  the  School  Health  Service,  but  in  addition  will  be 
beneficial  to  the  children  in  the  under  school  age  group.  The 
intention  is  that  a periodic  Eye  Clinic  will  be  held  by  one  of  the 
Specialist  Ophthalmologists  employed  by  the  County  Council,  and 
also  at  other  times  the  rooms  will  be  used  by  the  Speech  Therapists, 
the  Teacher  of  the  Deaf,  the  Health  Visitor,  who  will  use  the  rooms 
for  screening  tests  and  hearing,  and  also  for  other  examinations 
which  she  may  wish  to  carry  out  which  are  not  appropriate  to  the 
normal  child  welfare  sessions,  and  lastly  the  School  Medical  Officer 
will  have  these  facilities  available  to  him  if  he  wishes  to  undertake 
special  examinations  of  school  children. 

During  the  year  the  gradual  transfer  of  Specialist  Clinics 
from  Upton  Clinic  Centre  to  the  combined  Clinic  Centre  at 
Princess  Street,  Chester,  has  taken  place.  These  Clinics  include  the 
Cervical  Cytology  Clinic,  the  Eye  Clinic,  the  sessions  run  by  the 
Speech  Therapist  and  the  Teacher  of  the  Deaf,  and  also  special 
sessions  by  the  School  Medical  Officer.  Parents  attending  from  the 
Rural  Districts  have  found  this  a considerable  benefit  as  the 
previous  arrangements  required  a second  bus  journey  out  to  Upton, 
which  has  now  been  eliminated. 

Measles  vaccination,  which  has  long  been  awaited,  finally 
came  into  being  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  initially  children  of 
the  pre-school  and  early  school  years  were  offered  immunisation. 
The  eventual  intention  of  the  Ministry  policy  being  that  when  the 
high  risk  group  had  been  immunised  that  the  scheme  should  extend 
to  all  children  in  the  school  range  and  also  be  included  as  the 
routine  in  the  normal  immunisation  procedures  of  children  from 
six  months  of  age  onwards. 

Mrs.  Chroston,  Matron  of  the  Day  Nursery,  retired  on  the 
31st  August  after  twenty-one  years  service  with  the  County  Council. 
It  was  a tokerl  of  the  recognition  of  Mrs.  Chroston’s  outstanding 
service  that  Members  of  the  Committee  contributed  towards  a gift 
which  was  presented  to  Mrs.  Chroston  by  the  Mayor  of  Ellesmere 
Port  in  the  Mayor’s  Parlour,  following  a Divisional  Health  Com- 
mittee meeting.  Mrs.  Chroston  has  been  appointed  as  a part-time 
lecturer  to  the  course  training  Nursery  Nurses  at  Birkenhead. 

In  the  section  of  the  report  detailing  the  Home  Help  Service 
I have  made  suggestions  concerning  the  statistical  methods  by 
which  the  efficiency  of  the  service  may  be  judged. 

I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  support  received 
from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee  throughout  the 
year,  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff  for  their  generous 
help,  to  Mr.  R.  J.  Bernie,  Clerk  to  the  Committee,  and  to  the 
clerical  staff  for  their  co-operation  on  all  occasions. 

W.  A.  POLEITT,  M.R.C.S.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h., 

Divisional  Medical  Officer. 
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Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

ANTE  NATAL  CLINICS 

There  are  two  Ante-Natal  Clinics  held  in  the  Division. 
These  Clinics  are  staffed  by  Consultant  Obstetricians,  Midwives 
and  Health  Visitors.  Mothers  also  attend  at  these  Clinics  for  Post- 
Natal  examination.  Whilst  the  numbers  attending  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinics  are  steadily  increasing,  the  numbers  of  mothers  who  return 
for  Post-Natal  check-up  after  their  baby  is  born  is  very  disappoint- 
ing. The  Post-Natal  examination  is  important  as  many  small 
gynaecological  abnormalities  can  be  corrected  at  this  stage  and 
save  the  mother  suffering  from  minor  ill  health  and  discomforts  in 
the  future. 

In  addition  to  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  held  in  Ellesmere  Port 
there  is  also  a Midwives  Ante-Natal  and  Preparation  Clinic  at  the 
Weston  Grove  Clinic  Centre,  Upton. 

Instruction  is  provided  in  mothercraft  for  those  attending 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  by  means  of  talks,  demonstrations,  dis- 
cussion groups  and  the  showing  of  film  strips  and  films.  Relaxation 
classes  are  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Attendance  figures  at  the  two  Clinics  are  set  out  below. 
These  show  an  increase  in  attendance  for  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics! 
but  a regrettable  fall  in  attendance  for  Post-Natal  examination. 

ANTE-NATAL  POST-NATAL 


New 

Total 

New 

Total 

Cases 

Attendances 

Cases 

Attendances 

Ellesmere  Port 

534 

2397 

72 

76 

Great  Sutton 

226 

1192 

44 

44 

Dental  facilities  are  available  free  of  charge  to  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers,  and  during  the  year  52  women  received 
treatment. 


CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 

There  has  been  an  alteration  in  the  policy  affecting  Child 
Welfare  Centres  due  to  a changing  attitude  to  the  type  of  work 
and  assistance  these  clinics  should  give  to  mothers.  Instead  of 
frequent  attendances  at  the  clinics  especially  during  the  child’s 
early  months  which  then  tail  off  as  the  child  becomes  older  to  very 
infrequent  and  often  non  attendance  in  the  child’s  second,  third 
and  fourth  years  of  life.  At  the  present  time  mothers  are  encour- 
aged to  attend  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  birth  of  the  child  and 
they  are  then  given  appointmens  to  attend  at  certain  intervals 
during  the  child  s life  for  periodic  check-ups  of  progress  that  the 
child  is  making  both  physically  and  mentally.  It  is  thought  that  this 
is  of  greater  value  than  the  random  attendances  that  mothers  made 
with  their  children  in  previous  years. 

^ If,  however,  a mother  has  a specific  fear  or  worry  which 
she  wishes  to  discuss  with  either  the  Health  Visitor  or  the  Doctor 
she  can  attend  at  any  normal  clinic  session  without  waiting  for  an 
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appointment,  and  she  would  be  seen  straight  away. 

During  the  year  the  clinic  held  in  the  Village  Hall  at  Elton 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  however,  we  were  fortunate  to  secure  the 
premises  of  the  staff  club  at  the  Ince  Power  Station,  and  the  clinics 
were  able  to  be  transferred  to  the  new  venue  without  any  serious 
disruption  to  the  services  provided.  The  existing  premises  are 
proving  extremely  suitable  and  also  the  situation  is  acceptable  to 
the  majority  of  mothers  in  the  area  as  it  is  near  to  the  caravan  site, 
where  the  bulk  of  the  child  population  at  present  exists. 

The  Tarvin  Clinic  was  also  moved  during  the  year.  This 
has  for  many  years  been  held  in  the  Vicarage  at  Tarvin,  but  for 
some  time  now,  owing  to  the  increase  in  population  and  the  sub- 
sequent increase  in  attendances  at  the  clinic,  these  rooms  have  been 
proving  inadequate  for  the  number  of  mothers  and  children  attend- 
ing and  had  created  a problem  for  the  clinic  doctor  as  he  was 
obliged  to  try  and  examine  babies  behind  a screen  in  a very 
crowded  and  noisy  room. 

We  were  fortunate  in  securing  facilities  in  the  Tarvin  C.  of 
E.  School  which  has  recently  been  released  by  the  Education  Com- 
mittee following  the  building  of  a County  Primary  School  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

This  has  given  us  a larger  premises  which  will  allow  for 
future  expansion. 

New  cases  and  attendances  at  individual  clinics  : — 

New  Cases  Total  Attendances 


0—1 

0—1 

1—2 

2—5 

Ashton 

46 

421 

135 

57 

Barrow  

21 

125 

72 

52 

Christleton 

37 

322 

77 

105 

Elton  

21 

146 

108 

14 

Farndon  

29 

204 

121 

89 

Great  Boughton  

51 

350 

84 

71 

Huntington  

29 

172 

128 

61 

Kelsall  

30 

345 

159 

127 

Malpas 

55 

392 

80 

105 

Saughall 

58 

380 

153 

115 

Tarvin 

60 

488 

168 

83 

Tattenhall 

20 

311 

79 

23 

Upton 

191 

1656 

305 

99 

Vicars  Cross  ... 

150 

1435 

234 

229 

Waverton 

53 

512 

113 

55 

Ellesmere  Port,  Stanney  Lane 

562 

2973 

453 

239 

Ellesmere  Port,  Westminster 

150 

1530 

476 

352 

Great  Sutton  ... 

280 

1380 

155 

65 

Little  Sutton  (community  centre)  ... 

120 

927 

150 

31 

1963 

14069 

3250 

1972 
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SCREENING  CLINICS 


Ellesmere  Port 

Farndon 

Great  Boughton 

Great  Sutton 

Tarvin 

Upton 


New  Cases 

Re-Tests 

Passed 

Failed 

510 

43 

490 

63 

17 

— 

17 

— 

71 

1 

71 

1 

230 

5 

229 

6 

44 

1 

45 

— 

159 

15 

142 

32 

1031 

65 

994 

102 

Screening  Tests  of  Hearing 

Health  Visitors  who  have  been  specially  trained  in  the 
technique  carry  out  routine  tests  of  hearing  on  babies  of  nine 
months  and  over  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 


AUDIOLOGY  CLINICS 


Under  5 


Over  5 


1st  Visit  Re-Visit  1st  Visit  Re-Visit 

8 1 2 5 

necessary  children  are  referred  to  the  Ear,  Nose  and 
Ihroat  ulinics  staffed  by  Consultant  Surgeons  and  to  Professor 
aylor  and  his  colleagues  from  the  Manchester  University  Depart- 
ment for  Education  of  the  Deaf.  These  clinics  deal  with  children  of 
pre-school  age  and  of  school  age  having  hearing  defects. 
rnenylketenuria 

y babies  are  tested  by  Health  Visitors  either  at  home  or  in 
a clinic  for  phenylketenuria.  Up  till  now  this  has  been  by  the 
testing  of  urine,  usually  on  a wet  nappy,  with  a specially  impreg- 
nated piece  of  paper  which,  if  giving  rise  to  a colour  change, 
indicated  the  presence  of  this  condition  which  is  one  of  the  causes 
ot  backwardness  in  children. 

The  early  recognition  of  this  illness  in  children  means  that 
any  further  deterioration  can  be  prevented  by  putting  the  child  on 
a special  diet.  The  earlier  the  child  is  placed  on  the  diet  the  better 
the  outlook  and  it  is  because  of  fhis  a test,  which  has  recently  been 
introduced,  is  being  put  into  operation  in  the  County  Council  area. 

• u ^ Guthrie  Test  and  is  carried  out  at  the  seventh  or 
eighth  day  after  birth  and  involves  getting  a spot  of  blood  from  a 
pm  prick  on  the  baby’s  heel.  This  is  collected  on  some  special 

absorbent  paper  and  the  paper  is  then  sent  to  a laboratory  for 
testing. 


This  new  test  is  more  accurate  and  is  able  to  be  made  at  a 
much  earlier  age  than  the  old  test,  which  was  done  on  the  baby’s 
wet  napkin;  thereby  ensuring  greater  accuracy  in  the  screening 
procedure.  Also  the  children  that  are  found  to  be  positive  are 
placed  on  the  diet  at  a much  earlier  age,  before  any  serious  damage 
to  their  brain  takes  place. 
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Day  Nursery 

As  mentioned  in  the  introduction  to  the  report,  Mrs. 
Chroston  resigned  as  Matron  to  the  Day  Nursery  after  twenty-one 
years  working  for  the  County  Council.  Mrs.  Chroston  was  succeed- 
ed in  the  post  of  Matron  by  Mrs.  Pembleton,  who  was  the  Deputy 
Matron.  Also  another  long  serving  member  of  staff,  Mrs.  Popple- 
ton,  left  during  the  year.  She  has  had  fifteen  years  service  with  the 
County  Council  working  in  the  Day  Nursery. 

In  November  we  had  quite  a severe  and  prolonged  outbreak 
of  dysentery  affecting  the  staff  and  children  of  the  Day  Nursery. 
The  disease  itself  was  fairly  mild,  but  it  was  extremely  persistent 
and  difficult  to  eradicate.  Two  members  of  the  staff  and  thirty 
children  were  infected  before  the  nursery  was  finally  declared  clear 
of  infection  early  in  January  1969. 

Another  less  disturbing  occurrence  during  the  year  was  the 
building  of  the  new  swimming  baths  adjacent  to  the  Day  Nursery. 
This  necessitated  a temporary  fence  being  erected  to  the  play  space, 
reducing  the  area  available  to  ffie  children  during  the  construction 
of  boundary  walls  and  the  laying  of  drainage  at  the  extremity  of 
the  swimming  pool  site.  However,  the  final  result  has  been  that  the 
play  space  has  been  increased  by  one  and  a half  to  two  feet  along 
the  length  of  the  boundary,  and  we  have  a new  and  more  pleasing 
boundary  fence  which  we  are  assured  is  unclimable  by  children  of 

this  age  group. 

Facilities  continue  to  be  made  available  to  local  schools  for 
the  older  girls  to  attend  for  training  in  mothercraft.  students 
from  several  courses  visited  the  nursery  as  part  of  their  instruction 
in  social  services  and  technique  of  child  care.  These  were  Teacher 
Training  Students,  Pupil  Health  Visitors  and  Pupil  Midwives.  Also 
students  on  the  Pre-Nursing  Course  at  the  College  of  Further 
Education. 

Attendances  throughout  the  year  have  fluctuated,  whilst  at 
times  the  Nursery  is  full  to  capacity,  at  other  times  there  are, 
re<^rettably,  occasions  when  attendances  are  poor.  Some  of  the 
absences  are  due  to  the  seasonal  ailments.  In  other  instances  they 
are  due  to  the  lack  of  responsibility  of  social  problem  parents  to 
their  children,  who  for  one  reason  or  another  fail  to  bring  them  to 
the  nursery.  Certain  of  the  children  are  admitted  for  the  benefit  of 
the  child  not  necessarily  for  the  benefit  of  the  parents,  and  whilst 
absences  are  to  be  deplored  it  is  essential  to  keep  the  child  s name 
on  the  register  to  ensure  that  as  far  as  possible  the  child  receives 
care,  attention  and  nourishment. 

Everything  is  done  to  encourage  the  parents  to  bring  their 
children.  Poor  attenders  are  followed  up  by  the  Health  Visitors 
and  Child  Care  Officers. 
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The  Nursery  is  a 50  place  training  nursery,  and  in  an 
endeavour  to  maintain  an  average  attendance  near  to  this  figure, 
we  have  had  65-70  children  on  the  register.  Further  increase  in  the 
number  on  the  register  are  impracticable  due  to  the  risk  of  severe 
overcrowding  should  attendances  improve. 

Cases  were  referred  for  admission  from  several  sources. 
Parents,  General  Practitioners,  Health  Visitors,  Assistant  Medical 
Officers  and  the  Area  Childrens’  Officer. 

The  Nursery  is  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  a 
training  nursery  for  Nursery  Students  and  during  the  year  2 
Nursery  Students  were  in  training. 

During  1968  one  student  sat  the  examination  for  the 
National  Nursery  Examination  Board  Certificate  for  Nursery 
Nurses  and  she  was  successful. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  65  children  on  the 
register  all  of  whom  were  priority  cases. 

Daily  Average  Total 

Number  Attending  Attendances 

Aged  0 — 2 years  17.00  4120 

Aged  2 — 5 years  24.25  5982 


Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 

Number  of  births  during  the  year— 2136  (including  19 
stillbirths).  (Adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers). 


Home  Help  Service 

This  service  has  been  subject  to  some  adverse  criticism  by 
the  audit  staff,  who  point  out  that  the  average  hours  per  case  per 
year  are  considerably  higher  than  the  average  for  the  County  as  a 
whole. 


The  following  figures  indicate  the  trend  since  1963 

1963 

195.6  hours  per  case  per  year 

1964 


182.5 

1965 

180.2 

1966 

175.7 

1967 

155.0 

1968 

168.5 


99  99  99  99  99 


99  99  99  99  99 


99  99  99  99  99 


99  99  99  99  99 


99  99  99  99  99 


41 


These  statistics,  however,  do  not  reflect  an  exact  picture  of 
the  hours  individual  cases  are  receiving,  as  a number  of  short  term 
cases  occurring  during  the  year  will  bring  the  average  for  the 
division  down  quite  dramatically.  In  this  division,  as  can  be  seen 
from  the  statistics,  the  bulk  of  our  cases  are  of  a long  term  nature. 
A statistic  which  should  reflect  the  hours  which  individual  cases 
are  receiving  is  one  where  the  average  number  of  hours  per  case 
per  week  is  given,  as  this  cuts  out  the  bias  involved  when  the  yearly 
average  is  used. 

For  this  division  the  following  figures  indicate  in  1967  the 
average  number  of  hours  per  case  per  week  was  6.31  and  in  1968 
the  average  number  of  hours  per  case  per  week  was  6.02. 

Number  of  persons  supplied  with  Domestic  Help  : — 

1961  1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967  1968 

237  274  334  395  421  410  497  440 


Number  of  hours  supplied 
1961  1962  1963  1964 

50,218  59,533  65,337  72,081 


1965  1966  1967  1968 

75,885  72,039  77,069  74,166 


440  persons  received  domestic  help  during  the  year  and  the 
following  is  an  analysis  of  the  types  of  cases  to  whom  help  was 


given  : — 

(a)  Persons  over  65  338 

(b)  Chronic  Sick  including  T.B 30 

(c)  Mentally  disordered  2 

(d)  Maternity  35 

(e)  Others  35 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year : — 

A. — Number  of  new  applicants  321  (of  these  86  were  cancelled) 


B.  — Number  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  31.12.68  121 

C.  — Number  of  cases  attended  during  the  year  440 

D.  — Number  of  cases  of  continued  need  at  31.12.68  284 

E.  — Number  of  hours  Domestic  Help  supplied  74,166 


F— Amount  recovered  from  Future  Recovery  cases  : £125  9s.  lid. 

G. — 8 cases  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
during  the  year. 

In  2 Future  Recovery  cases  recovery  of  the  accumulative 
balance  was  approved. 

In  5 cases  arrears  were  cancelled. 

In  1 case  Deferred  Payment  was  granted. 

(D)  Convalescence 

Six  people  were  sent  for  convalescence  during  the  year. 
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Prevention  of  Illness  — Care  and  After  Care 

(1)  Tuberculosis 


(a)  Removed  from  area  1 

(b)  Recovered  5 

(c)  Died  3 

(d)  Number  on  the  Register  at  the  close  of 

the  year 574 

(2)  Nursing  Equipment 


871  articles  were  loaned  to  elderly,  nursing  and  handicapped 
persons  during  the  year.  The  period  of  loan  varies  in  accordance 
with  the  needs,  in  the  first  instance  the  loan  is  for  three  months 
which  can  be  extended  if  required. 

The  Nursing  Equipment  is  mainly  stored  at  the  Divisional 
Offices,  Chester  and  Ellesmere  Port,  the  following  is  a list  of  the 
various  items  held  : — 


Invalid  Wheelchairs 
Sheets,  single 
Sheets,  draw 
Sheets,  Rubber/Plastic 
Air  Rings 
Walking  Sticks 
Special  Spastic  Chair 
Water/Air  Beds 
Bed  Pulley 
Back  Rests 
Bed  Pans 
Urinals 
Ramp 

Helping  Hand 


Sputum  mugs 
Sputum  flasks 
Hoyer  Hoist 
Dunlopillo  Mattresses 
Dunlopillo  Cushions 
Bed  Cages 

Nocturnal  Enuresis  Alarm 
Beds  with  Chain  & Handle 
3 & 4 legged  Walking  Aids 
Commodes 
Crutches 

Special  Toddlers  Walking  Aid 
Bonaped  Walking  Aid 
Fireguards 


In  addition  the  District  Nurse/ Midwives  in  the  Rural  areas 
each  have  a small  stock  of  the  smaller  items,  bedpans,  urinals, 
rubber  sheets,  etc. 


(3)  Handicapped  Persons 

(a)  There  are  251  cases  on  handicapped  persons  register, 
many  of  whom  are  in  employment.  These  cases  are  now 
having  routine  visits  from  an  Occupational  Therapist 
who  assesses  their  needs,  i.e.  adaptations;  occupational 
therapy;  liaison  with  Disabled  Resettlement  Officer  to 
obtain  suitable  employment;  or  encourages  them  to 
attend  the  Handicapped  Club. 

(b)  Number  of  Persons  in  the  area  registered  with  the 
Chester  and  District  Blind  Welfare  Society  — 154. 

(c)  Number  of  Persons  Partially  Sighted  in  the  area 
registered  with  the  Chester  and  District  Blind  Welfare 
Society  — 20. 
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(d)  Number  of  Persons  registered  as  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Hard 
of  Hearing  — 59. 

(e)  Adaptations  were  carried  out  in  the  houses  of  26  handi- 
capped persons. 

(f)  Disabled  Drivers  Car  Badges 

There  were  three  applicants  for  disabled  Driver  Car 
Badges. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  36  Disabled  Car 
Drivers  on  the  register. 

Ellesmere  Port  Handicapped  Persons  Club  1968 


Number  of  Members  : 

January 

28 

June 

33 

Attendances  : 895. 

December 

31 

During  the  year  four  patients  died,  one  moved  to  another 
area,  one  returned  to  full  employment  and  one  to  part-time. 

Club  Activities  : 

Members  again  entered  for  the  W.R.V.S.  County  Bulb 
Competition  for  Handicapped  Clubs.  6 Members  attended  the  finals 
at  West  Kirby. 

In  June  the  Club  went  to  Llandudno  for  the  day  calling  at 
St.  Asaph  for  dinner  on  the  way  home. 

In  September  the  Gas  Board  came  to  York  Road  to  give  a 
Cookery  Demonstration,  and  a party  of  15  members  went  to  stay 
at  the  British  Polio  Fellowship  Hotel  at  Lytham  St.  Annes  for 
one  week. 

In  November  an  Open  Afternoon  and  Sale  of  Work  was 
held  at  York  Road,  and  8 members  went  to  Liverpool  to  see  the 
Christmas  lights  and  to  go  to  Lewis’  shopping  evening  for  Handi- 
capped Clubs. 

In  December  18  members  went  to  Chester  for  a Christmas 
shopping  afternoon.  The  Club  was  assisted  by  the  Members  of  The 
Kings  School  Mothers  Guild  and  boys  from  the  7th  Form  of  Kings 
School.  The  Club  was  joined  by  the  Waverton  Handicapped  Club 
for  the  afternoon. 

The  Christmas  party  was  held  in  the  Civic  Hall.  The  party 
was  attended  by  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress  of  Ellesmere  Port,  six 
Members  from  the  Bromborough  Club,  six  Members  from  the 
Waverton  Club  and  the  friends  of  the  Ellesmere  Port  Club  Mem- 
bers. The  guests  were  entertained  by  Mr.  Roscoe  at  the  piano,  Mr. 
Causon  who  sang,  and  the  Parklands  Dance  Troup. 

Helpers 

During  the  year  the  club  has  had  the  help  of  five  W.R.V.S. 
helpers,  Mrs.  Coupe,  Mrs.  Hale,  Mrs.  Hughes,  Mrs.  Scott  and  Mrs. 
Davies,  who  all  do  a great  deal  for  the  patients. 
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FRIDAY  CLUB 

Numbers  15.  During  the  year  four  members  have  died. 
Attendances  331. 

During  the  year  the  club  has  joined  the  Thursday  Club  in 
all  their  outings  and  special  activities. 

Helpers 

During  the  year  the  Club  has  been  staffed  by  the  W.R.V.S., 
Mrs.  Coupe,  Mrs.  Purslow,  Mrs.  Stanton  and  Mrs.  Robertson,  who 
also  do  a great  deal  for  the  patients. 

DOMICILLIARY  VISITS 

151  domiciliary  visits  were  made  during  1968,  68  patients, 
36  of  these  were  new  patients. 

9 of  these  patients  were  elderly,  needing  low  baths,  bath 
seats  and  toilet  rails. 

3 young  patients  have  been  referred  by  the  Special  School 
at  Clatterbridge  Hospital  for  structural  alterations  to  their  homes. 

5 of  the  new  patients  have  Disseminated  Sclerosis.  The 
others  are  suffering  from  Rheumatoid  Arthritis,  Osteo  Arthritis  or 
are  Hemiplegics. 

During  the  year  8 patients  have  been  attending  the  Terapins 
Swimming  Club  at  the  Chester  Baths  on  Monday  Evenings. 

Prevention  of  Illness 

Cervical  Smear  Clinics 

Three  clinics,  dealing  with  cervical  smears,  were  continued 
during  the  year.  They  were  located  at  Stanney  Lane,  Great  Sutton 
and  Chester  Clinics. 

Despite  further  advertising  there  has  been  a continued  fall 
off  in  requests  for  this  examination. 

As  well  as  testing  for  cancer  of  the  cervix,  the  patients  are 
also  examined  to  eliminate  cancer  of  the  breast  which  is  four  times 


more  prevalent  than  the  cervical  cancer. 

Number  attended  621 

Number  referred  for  further  investigation  25 

Number  of  treatable  cancer  conditions  1 

Elderly  Fit  Persons  Clinic 


This  clinic  is  devised  to  provide  a service  for  the  elderly 
who  do  not  feel  the  need  to  attend  their  doctor.  The  clinic  gives  a 
comprehensive  medical  check-up.  The  intention  is  that  small 
defects  or  disabilities  in  their  early  stages  can  be  found  and  treated 
before  they  become  severe  and  also  before  they  handicap  the 
person.  Often  failing  eye  sight,  increasing  deafness  or  a foot  defect 
can  make  a person  frightened  of  tackling  today’s  traffic.  Whereas 
with  new  glasses,  a hearing  aid  or  chiropody  treatment  these 
obstacles  can  be  overcome. 
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The  clinic  is  held  monthly  at  Stanney  Lane  Clinic  and  is 
staffed  by  a retired  Health  Visitor  and  a retired  General  Prac- 


tioner. 

Number  of  first  attendances  36 

Number  of  subsequent  attendances  26 


62 

Number  referred  to  own  Doctor  : 

First  Attend  ers 35 

Subsequent  Attenders  — 


35 

Number  referred  to  Chiropodist  1 

Number  referred  to  Cytology  Clinic 2 

Number  referred  to  Dentist 1 

Number  needing  Slimming  Treatment  6 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 


Health  Visitors  and  Medical  Staff  are  giving  talks  to  many 
voluntary  societies  and  going  into  schools  to  give  talks  on  different 
aspects  of  health  and  hygiene.  To  assist  them  a film  projector  or  a 
slide  projector  and  other  aids  are  available  for  use  during  talks 
and  discussions. 

Senior  pupils  are  encouraged  to  visit  the  Day  Nursery  and 
the  Clinics  at  Stanney  Lane  and  Weston  Grove,  Upton,  by  arrange- 
ments with  the  Domestic  Science  and  Head  Teachers. 

Special  features  on  selected  items  are  on  display  at  the  main 
Clinics  and  the  staff  show  considerable  ingenuity  in  devising  eye- 
catching arrangements. 

A course  for  Wardens  of  old  peoples  homes  informing  them 
of  the  services  available  from  the  department  was  organised  in 
conjunction  with  Ellesmere  Port  Borough. 

The  Merseyside  Committee  on  cancer  education  has  resulted 
in  many  voluntary  societies  having  lectures  on  this  most  important 
subject. 

In  the  autumn  a County  Health  Organiser  was  appointed  to 
co-ordinate  the  programme  of  Health  Education  and  to  give  advice 
on  presentation  of  subjects  to  audiences. 

CHIROPODY  SERVICE 


At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  831  persons 
on  the  register  for  Chiropody  treatment.  During  the  year  a further 
162  applications  were  received  of  whom  126  were  granted  treat- 
ment free  of  charge,  16  at  half  cost,  23  were  not  eligible.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  882  persons  on  the  register  receiving 
Chiropody  treatment. 
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Details  of  Service  provided  : — 


Place  of  Treatment 

Chiropodists  Surgery 
Home  of  Patient 


Over  65 

No.  of  No.  of 

Patients  Treatments 
441  2516 

428  2210 


Physically  Handicapped 


No.  of  No.  of 
Patients  Treatments 


4 23 

9 57 


No.  of  cases  in  which  the  County  Council  paid  full  fee  — 812 
No.  of  cases  in  which  the  County  Council  paid  part  fee  — 70 

The  service  is  available  to  persons  over  the  age  of  65  years, 
physically  handicapped  persons  and  expectant  mothers  recom- 
mended for  such  treatment  by  their  family  doctor  or  district  nurse. 
Persons  who  receive  any  National  Assistance  benefit  or  whose  sole 
income  is  the  National  Retirement  Pension,  are  eligible  for  free 
treatment  under  the  provisions  of  the  scheme.  Persons  in  receipt  of 
an  income  from  other  sources  may  have  to  pay  towards  the  cost 
of  the  treatment,  depending  on  the  amount  of  the  additional 
income.  Treatment  in  the  first  instance  is  monthly  for  the  first  six 
months,  thereafter  alternate  months,  unless  a recommendation  is 
received  from  either  the  patient’s  doctor,  the  district  nurse  or  the 
chiropodist,  requesting  further  monthly  treatment. 

The  patients  are  allowed  to  choose  from  a list  of  recognised 
Chiropodists  the  Chiropodist  they  wish  to  attend  for  treatment.  In 
some  cases  when  the  patient  cannot  attend  the  Chiropodist’s 
surgery  the  Chiropodist  can  visit  the  patient  at  his/her  home. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

ADULT  TRAINING  CENTRE 

Attendances  throughout  the  year  have  been  18,272  attend- 
ances out  of  a possible  20,282,  the  absences  being  mainly  due  to 
hospitalisation,  short  term  care,  parents’  holidays  and  casual 
absences. 

Number  on  the  register  at  the  close  of  the  year  96 
Trainees  placed  in  Employment  4 

Contract  consignments  have  fluctuated  during  the  year 
depending  on  each  individual  firm’s  requirements.  As  a result  there 
are  times  when  the  Centre  has  little  contract  work  on  hand,  and  at 
other  times  working  to  capacity.  One  firm  for  whom  we  have  been 
engaged  in  handcraft,  woodwork,  metalwork,  basketry,  etc.,  and 
ment  by  50%.  In  addition  to  the  contract  work  the  trainees  are 
engaged  in  handcraft,  woodwork,  metalwork,  basketry,  etc.,  and 
homecraft. 

The  work  on  the  new  extension  is  underway  and  should  be 
completed  in  1969.  The  Centre  is  now  fitted  with  an  inter  telephone 
communication  system,  which  is  proving  of  great  assistance  to  the 
Staff. 
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Two  of  the  trainees  received  prizes  for  swimming,  one  a 
Silver  Cup,  and  the  other  a Shield.  Another  trainee  who  had  been 
in  the  centre  for  nearly  4 years,  is  now  married,  and  is  settling  down 
happily  as  a housewife.  Four  trainees  have  been  placed  in  employ- 
ment during  the  year,  and  all  appear  to  have  settled  down  in  their 
employment  and  their  new  environment. 

The  Centre  now  boasts  a football  team,  parents  have  fitted 
their  sons  with  football  boots,  jerseys  and  stockings  will  be  bought, 
and  it  is  hoped  to  arrange  fixtures  with  other  centres  and  boys’ 
clubs.  The  boys  have  had  several  five-a-side  games  which  they 
have  thoroughly  enjoyed. 

All  the  trainees  and  staff  were  twice  entertained  by  the 
Ellesmere  Port  branch  of  the  British  Legion  at  their  headquarters. 
Three  coffee  evenings  were  arranged  between  parents  and  staff,  at 
which  “helpful  and  healthy”  discussions  took  place  in  a very 
friendly  atmosphere.  Friday  afternoons,  work  permitting,  is  usually 
devoted  to  social  activities,  country  dancing,  etc. 

The  Shell  Refinery  has  presented  the  Centre  with  an  8 m.m. 
Cine  Projector,  and  an  8 m.m.  Camera,  both  of  which  will  be  used 
for  filming  activities  of  the  centre  and  showing  of  educational  films. 
The  projector  will  be  of  particular  value  to  the  Social  Training 
Unit. 
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